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PREFACE 


On September 25 1985 Governor George Deukmejian signed mto law A B 
2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) This legislation established, under 
the administration of the California State Archives a State Government Oral 
History Program to provide through the use of oral history a continuing 
documentation of state policy development as reflected m California’s legislative 
and executive history" 

The following interview is one of a senes of oral histones undertaken for 
inclusion m the state program These interviews offer insights mto the actual 
workings of both the legislative and executive processes and policy mechanisms 
They also offer an mcreased understanding of the men and women who create 
legislation and implement state policy Further they provide an overview of issue 
development in California state government and of how both the legislative and 
executive branches of government deal with issues and problems facmg the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their contributions to and 
influence on the policy issues of the state of California They mclude members of 
the legislative and executive branches of state government as well as legislative 
staff, advocates, members of the media, and other people who played significant 
roles m specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work cooperatively with oral 
history units at California colleges and universities to conduct interviews this 
program is structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise in oral 
history available through California s several institutionally based programs 



Participating as cooperating institutions in the State Government Oral History 
Program are 

Oral History Program 

History Department 

California State University, Fullerton 

Oral History Program 
Center for California Studies 
California State University, Sacramento 

Oral History Program 
Claremont Graduate School 
Regional Oral History Office 
The Bancroft Library 
University of California Berkeley 

Oral History Program 

University of California Los Angeles 

The establishment of the California State Archives State Government Oral 
History Program marks one of the most significant commitments made by any state 
toward the preservation and documentation of its governmental history It 
supplements the often fragmentary historical written record by adding an organized 
primary source enriching the historical information available on given topics and 
allowing for more thorough historical analysis As such the program, through the 
preservation and publication of interviews such as the one which follows will be 
of lasting value to current and future generations of scholars, citizens, and leaders 


John F Bums 
State Archivist 


July 27 1988 


This interview is printed on acid free paper 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Bneuc Bouche was bom October 10, 1904 in Rostrenen, France He was 
educated in Brittany and was apprenticed to a wood carver in Dinan From 
1925 to 1927, he served m the French army He emigrated to the Umted 
States in 1928, living first m New York and then California 

Mr Bouche graduated from UCLA with honors m 1936 obtaimng both a 
bachelor's degree and a secondary teaching credential During World War II, he 
taught industrial arts to high school students at Manzanar, a relocation camp 
for Japanese Americans in the Owens Valley, California It was at Manzanar 
that he met and married his wife Lucile Lewis an elementary school teacher 

After the war, the Bouches settled m Lafayette, California Mr Bouche 
taught at Brentwood High School and Oakland Technical High School 

Bneuc Bouche has wntten A Master Carver's Legacy Essentials of Wood 
Carving Techniques (Blue Ridge Summit PA Tab Books Inc 1983) He 
continues to hold wood carving classes m his workshop twice weekly 
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[Session 1, January 21, 1993] 


[Begin Tape 1, Side A] 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 

LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


Why don t we start with where you were bom, and a little bit 
about your family background 7 

Yes How much detail do you want? Full detail or just very 
sketchy 7 

A little sketchy until we get to your apprenticeship m wood 
carving 

I was bom in Brittany, France, m the central part of the peninsula, 
m the country, in a little town of Rostrenen which had about 
3,000 people My parents were well off My father was what we 
call m France a notaire" It’s not the same thing as a notary 
public here, it’s a more important thing The notaire takes care of 
all the real estate and so on of the different families that are his 
customers His word has force of law, and he s backed up by the 
gendarmerie m case of conflict 
What were your parents’ names 7 

My father was named Hubert Bouche Now Hubert is not a 
Breton name Bouche is not a Breton name The family of my 
father came to Bnttany from the Belgian French country 
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BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


My mother, Jeanne Beleguic, has a Brittany name Her 
ancestry is mostly Celtic 
Can you spell her last name? 

Yes Her last name is Beleguic In Breton, this means 'the 
little priest" The little priest is a little fish, and the family was m 
Brittany on the coast, and their trade was with getting the fish 
from the sailors, from the fishermen and then to dry the fish, salt 
the fish, and put the thing m barrels, and that was why they took 
the name of Beleguic, because they took care of the beleguic fish 
And so your father’s background then, is French, and your 
mother’s is Breton 7 

My father is Flemish, his family Of course, as they came to 
Brittany they married women of their neighborhood, and so I have 
quite a bit of Celtic background, as well as some Spanish m the 
Netherlands, you know, where there was That used to be part 
of Spam, and a lot of the Spanish people came there especially 
Jewish people, left Spam They were chased away, really So it is 
a possibility that I have Jewish blood, I don’t know 

Would you be mterested m knowing why they came to 
Bnttany? 

Yes 

Because I think it s interesting Sometimes I feel that things are 
prearranged for us I know it’s not true, but that s the way things 
do work 

It does seem to work that way 

Because we have to go back to the middle of the eighteenth 
century 
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There were rumors gomg around m France that the English had 
trouble with their colony m America The French court was very 
much mterested in this news, for before [King] Louis XVI, under 
[King] Louis XTV and [King] Louis XV France had lost about all 
her colomes to the British What was happening to America might 
be a way to get even with them, and we should get prepared for 
any eventuality 

It was decided that the navy maritime base in Brest at the 
very end of the Breton peninsula should be revived It had all the 
arsenals and so on and the roofs had caved in, the roofs were 
thatched roof They decided that we would rebuild these things 
and base a good fleet there, because there were no more 
battleships m France They had all been sunk by the British 

And this time, we would cover the arsenal with slate Well, 
that s very mce, but where do we get the slate’ 

There is a place of slate m Brittany but it was exploited to 
cover the old churches and so on, and very rough work Brittany 
was very primitive and hadn t kept up with the progress of France 
This kind of slate that they could get was not The way 
they were gettmg it was not good We would have some 
professional It used to be the person would come and take big 
slabs and put it on the roof of the church 

Well, how do we arrange that’ And some nobleman 
suggested that he receive a commission from the king to go to 
Belgium the country where there was no work There was a lot 
of slate but many people were out of work And he could arrange 
some of those people to come to Brittany 
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He got his license and a few months later a big caravan of people 
came by a trace of slate m the ground, not far from Brest, and 
started exploiting the thing My ancestor, Antoine Bouchy, c h y, 
but pronounced Bouche was a splitter He was not the one who 
dug the blocks out of the mine, he was the one that was the 
skillful one 

And when the job was finished, everybody went home, but 
for some reason, this Antoine and his wife, Mane Therese Mana 
Teresa Puneau with the little thing on "n to make it the "h," 
obviously from Spanish ongin stopped in our town of Rostrenen 
in Breton means rose drenen " the thorny place Thorny place 

And why they stopped there I don t know Was she 
pregnant? Maybe Were they sick 7 Maybe In any case they 
stayed there And from then on, the family stayed there the 
Bouche family stayed there, until after the First World War, we 
started to spread around 

My mother’s family were, as I say, of Breton ongin, but also 
mixed with other things There was a Beloc that came from 
Bordeaux, and Beloc is an English name, and Bordeaux was part of 
Aquitaine Aquitame which was English before the Hundred Years 
War 

Again, we found Amenca coming in the background of the 
family Around 1830, in a little farm m the mountains of 
Auvergne, there were two boys who decided that they wanted to 
go to Amenca They left the farm They were going to Brest m 
Bnttany where they would get on a boat and then amvmg in 
Amenca they would jump ship and seek their fortune there 
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As they arrived to the town of Quimper, a very beautiful 
little town in Brittany, close to the coast on their way to Brest, 
one of them got sick probably with pneumoma and died Well, 
the other one it may have been the younger one, I don t know of 
the two brothers, decided to stay there He got married and one 
of his descendents mamed some Beleguic and my mother would be 
bom out of the marriage I still have a soup ladle with the name 
of that young man on it 
LaBERGE And what was his name? 

BOUCHE Bennech 
[Discussions deleted] 

LaBERGE So this is a little bit of your family background where they all 
came from 
BOUCHE Yes 

Then, m Rostrenen, there was the question of Hubert We 
want to marry Hubert Now, m those days the parents did arrange 
the marriages The children had nothing to do with it 

My grandfather and grandmother had proposed to Hubert a 
young relative of some priest, and that didn’t please him so they 
were talking about this at the dining table discussing Hubert s 
problem And there was there his older sister, Josephine, who was 
m school m Quimper in a convent, a religious school of the Sacred 
Heart as I remember 

She said that she knew a very mce girl m her school, a nice 
girl that was put in her charge as Josephine was an older student 
when this girl came m from Douamenez by the name of Jeanne 
Beleguic The parents for what she knew, were well off 
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industrialist Her father had set up the first factory making nets 
for fishing, and so on They were well off and well known 

And she said "There is a very mce girl, and she would make 
a very mce wife for my brother Hubert" And so the contacts were 
made, and eventually the family from Rostrenen went to 
Douamenez to visit the family of Jeanne Beleguic 

And Jeanne Beleguic after meeting the young man Hubert, 
just didn’t want to marry him [Laughter] She had put her heart 
on somebody else He was a noble man from a noble family but 
her father was absolutely against marrying any noble They are 
lazy people and they just While he was an engineer and had 
worked hard, and so on So that was to be 

And come the day of the wedding and Jeanne was in tears, 
and her father told her, "Well, if you don’t want to many him, let’s 
decide now because things are pretty advanced and I won’t force 
you to marry somebody you don’t want to " 

Well, said my mother, let it be that one or another one, it 
doesn’t matter" She knew she wouldn’t have the one she wanted 
Now, I didn t know about that until lately It all came out in 
the conversation And she was married had twelve children m 
Rostrenen That was her duty, therefore she was a good wife 
And everything went well 
What number are you m ? 

There was Jeannette, Suzanne Mane Yvonne, Germaine, Jean, 
Michel That s seven After that came Bneuc Herve and Helene 
Jean and Germaine were twins, and also Herve and Helene were 


twins 
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LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


So you re number seven 

I’m number seven For a while, I didn t have any younger brother 
or sister so I was the last of seven A father who was rather a 
stranger to me He was too busy with his busmess When we 
needed father was to give a spanking We were never close never 
We feared him We respected him, but we feared him 

My mother also, with all these three boys, who were full of 
life and so on had bought one of those things that you use to 
whip the horse, and if you didn’t toe the line [Laughter] you got 
the spanking 

So when I think of my youth very early youth I don’t 
remember happy things It was always problems and punishments 
And of course I had all my sisters and brothers to boss me one 
way or another, so I was a very difficult child Always in trouble 
always m a rage from one thing or another, very stubborn, and I 
say, "I won’t I won’t" and that’s that "Beat me do what you 
want I don’t 1 'Oh he’s very Breton, he’s very stubborn 
[Laughter] 

But you think it has something to do with where you were m the 
family 7 

Yes And then the time to go to school, I went m the worst school 
I could have had It was a school that was close to home, we 
could walk to the school The school was open to recruit the most 
intelligent peasant farm boys to enter the church So the program 
was Latin and Greek Well tell you the truth I have very little 
use for Latin or Greek, all of that I became a very bad pupil 
And how old were you at this time 7 


LaBERGE 
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LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 

LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


Oh, it must have been around ten or eleven years 

But I just was not mterested m some of the things If the 
thing made sense, I would learn it I became very good in learning 
pieces of literature children’s pieces of literature and repeat them I 
still know them by heart But when it came to mathematics, I 
couldn’t I could reason, but my problems were always wrong 
for some reason 

Furthermore as I worked on my homework I used to bite my 
sleeve and destroy it, and my head was way down way down 
Come on, get your head up!' But didnt work I would put my 
head down until finally my mother suspected that there was 
something wrong with my eye 

I was taken to the city, and 'Yes, you have a defect m your 
eye There is nothing you can do about it your right eye is not 
functioning You don’t see half of what you should see with your 
right eye That was one of the problems 
Then when I was learning to write 
So you didnt get glasses, or 
Yes 

You did get glasses’ 

Yes, but they said the glasses won t do much good It may retard 
by the time you are thirty you are probably going to lose your eye 
completely ' Well, I have not, but there is something, I cannot 
describe it, it s just not like this This [Motions] I see distinctly 
Here I see enough but I couldn’t read The reading was not good 
enough That was one of my problems 
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LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 

LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


Another was that when I learned to read I would spell, and 
then at the end of the word, or in the middle, suddenly I would 
put I would mverse 
Oh right like 

But you know, psychology was not known from my teachers who 
were teaching you Latin and Greek, and I was "lazy I was 
"vicious" 'You don’t pay attention," and so on So it was 
punishment and copying so many times I was absolutely revolted 
The first thing that I remember that I liked was the army I 
felt free 

Isn t that amazing? Most people would think of that as being 
under chains 

I felt free My parents never realized that there was infirmity with 
me, and that just made me a recalcitrant pupil I couldn t do 
anything right so I refused to present myself to an examination 
because I was gomg to fail again, because I fail always Oh, just 
forget it ' My parents never understood what was It’s only 
later in America that I realized what was that thing and I said, 

This is part of my trouble 
Right it s dyslexia isn t it 7 
Yes 

Looking back, do you think all that experience helped you as a 
teacher to understand your students 7 

You said it You said it Actually when I was teaching I collected 
all the recalcitrant children automatically 'Give him to Bouche 
We cannot do anything with him He is a problem, and give him 
to Bouche' 
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And I remember a young girl coming one day I was at [Oakland] 
Technical High School She came I was teaching art and 
especially the crafts a number of crafts Here is this girl coming 
with a red face [I said,] 1 Give me the change of program " 

And then she started to insult me, the most filthy language I had 
ever heard from a child And she went on calling me names and 
so on 

I just stopped writing and waited Didn’t do anything, didn’t 
say anything [She said ] 'Well now you are going to send me to 
the vice principal Oh, no No, you just came from there, and it 
wasn’t very good, was it?" 'No, no ' 

I said Well you haven t done me any harm Just forget all 
of this Just calm down, forget all of this and look what the other 
children are domg And when you find something interesting 
come back to me and I’ll put you to work And from now on, 
nobody will be allowed to touch you as long as you are m my 
room You are one of my pupils You are like a relative to me a 
mece or my own child So forget it I am not hurt by what you 
told me, I know that that s your street background and that s it 1 

Well she worshipped me the poor kid* [Laughter] But that 
was not the only one I had a number of people like that I 
remember one after the war [World War II] when I went to teach 
in Brentwood a boy He was thrown out of the smgmg class for 
some reason there was a problem And he was sent to my class 

The next semester he was sent to Sacramento to represent 
the school And simply, I knew, I knew it was the effect I had on 
him calming him down 
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LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 

LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


I had another one who was thrown out of the schools in 
Concord, and sent to Brentwood, a rebellious guy He had ideas of 
his own and they didn’t agree with the teacher He s now a 
doctor in education And again, you see he was thrown out of 
school As he came, I used my same method 

I had learned m [wood] carving one good secret you do not 
cut wood against the grain You’ve got to work with the grain 
Take it the way it is and work, direct your tools with the grain 
If you try something else you are gomg to mess up And that s 
my philosophy m teaching take them for what they are and 
instead of bawling them out, help them It did what I would call 
miracles 

A few stay m my mind but there were many people m my 
classes And whatever I have a general secondary teaching 
credential in whatever class I was sent to teach like remedial 
mathematics, I used the same thing, the same basic idea work 
with the gram 

And with the Japanese it was the same thing 
Why don’t we talk about that later when we get to that point in 
your life? 

Yes 

But be sure to come back to I mean, that’s one of the main 

pomts, is how you did that 

Same with my children, or my wife 

[Laughter] 

Who was a very charming and very intelligent person If they 
disagree, I agree to disagree and forget it Experience will tell and 
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you 11 see if I am right or wrong, and I will see if I am nght or 
wrong But I have never had a time when I got mad at my wife 
or my children I dont remember a minute of impatience I use 
the same thing work with the gram And it does beautifully 
LaBERGE That’s wonderful particularly when your memory of your childhood 
is not very good 

BOUCHE But it has taught me so much 
[End Tape 1 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 1, Side B] 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


OK, you were just saying how much you learned from the 
childhood the teachers not understanding what was going on 
Yes Then I had another physical defect that I didn’t know about 
and my parents were not aware of it either My chest didn t 
develop normally I was therefore not keen on sports 
Was it your lungs 7 

My lungs were too compressed Because I just couldn t breathe 
and I just didn’t want sports I was not interested 

It was not that I was afraid of sports I remember when 
there was no question of running, I could take my place I 
remember sittmg on a wall with all We were visiting our 
cousins, and there was a wall, and then the street below way 
down The wall was about this high, and slate slabs on it They 
were all sitting and why I was late to jom them I don t know and 
they said, "Ah, I bet you cannot do this " "Do what 7 Jump 
there We all did 
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LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 

LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


I went there and looked, and I jumped "Ah!’ They hadn’t 
jumped you see 7 So you challenge me I do it, there was no 
effort I have to let myself go down, that’s all and land on my 
feet 

Then because of these things, I was physically lazy and 

sinful 

You mean you were told that? 

Yes It was a sm, and so go to confession and [unhh] They 
didn t realize that I couldn t do sports I couldn’t join sports, 
because [Sighs] I could not breathe enough until I came to the 
first year when I was called for the army A panel of doctors come 
to see each little town and village on a certain day and you have 
to present yourself They will decide if you are going to the army 
or not 

Well, when I became nineteen, late nineteen or twenty 
whatever it was I came, and no, I was refused by the army 'Your 
chest hasn t developed Come back next year If things are better, 
we will see if we can take you 1 

Well, I came back the next year I wanted to go to the 

army 

And this was after World War I, correct? 

Yes 

My date is about 1926, does that sound correct 7 

Yes ’25 ’24 Twenty four for the first tune I was twenty, and I 

was bom m ’04 

The next year, they looked at me again Now, I wanted to 
serve I thought If I don t serve I am missing an experience that 
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all the boys are going to have I’ll be an oddball When I want to 
get married, ‘Oh, what was the matter, he didnt make any military 
service, maybe it’s TB [tuberculosis] ’ It will be a problem I want 
to serve for the expenence" 

So they finally said, "Well if you want to serve we’ll take 
you But if you don’t want to serve, say so now, and we won’t 
call you agam I said 'Yes, I want to serve OK 

So I went to the army There, I was given jobs First I was 
put in the corporal school instead of staying as a private As I was 
a corporal, I was on leave around Christmas, I got a telegram to 
come back to the barracks to take care of, to run the kitchen Me, 
run the kitchen? The kitchen at home we were not allowed to go 
to the kitchen That was the maid’s that was her kingdom They 
didn t want kids around 

So I knew nothing about the kitchen Everything had always 
been cooked for me [Laughter] I was a little peeved was on 
vacation and it cut my vacation m two So to the top sergeant 
who was to guide me, I told him, I said Why the heck did you 
call me to ? 

Don’t complain They are giving you a job here That 
means they have some good reason for it that they’ll choose you 
other than somebody else Here is the winter You are going to 
be in the kitchen You aren’t gomg to be learning how we fought 
the First World War m the trenches see in the ram You are 
going to be mce and comfortable And you’ll learn and I’ll be 
there to help you 11 

So it was not at all orders it was a family attitude 



15 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


Is that why you liked the army so well? 

Yes I was very friendly with the captain Why he was friendly to 
me, I have no idea, but when we were on maneuvers, for instance, 
we used to have a little piece of cookies like thing, very hard to 
chew When we’d go on maneuvers, mstead of cartridges we had 
those things m our leather pockets And chocolates, and things 
pate, cans of pate of some kind And the captain would come to 
me and say, Hey Bouche, did you have any of this? He never 
called on anybody else to do that In other words, he was very 
friendly to me the first day 

After eating at noon we used to go to the kitchen in the 
back of the barracks and there peel potatoes and vegetables, and 
then everything was put m a big what would you call it cement 
container m water 

The first day I came there, after the thing had been put m, I 
happened to put my hand m the water It stunk* That water 
hadn’t been changed, and right away I told the head cook, I said, 
"Come on have your men clean that up and see to it that the 
water is changed regularly so that we don’t poison anybody I 
don t know why there haven’t been poisonings [Laughter] 

I also took the habit of getting my piece of meat and going 
back by the furnace m the back of the stove and cook my own 
meat [Laughter] That was my first experience m cooking 

Then later when we were going on maneuvers for the 
summer, I had gone already when I was corporal and when I was 
a private It was two or three days from the barracks 
And where was this? 


LaBERGE 
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This was in Brittany We had walked for three days, and then you 
arrive in a little village or something and you are assigned an attic 
where there is straw or hay and that’s where you’re going to take 
care of the blisters on your feet [Laughter], and sleep for the day 

And it was hard, the walk, it was hard But when I was a 
sergeant, instead of gomg with the men, I was sent by the railroad 
to the camp to requisition all the lodgings for officers and 
noncoms, and assign them, put their name on and so on I was 
given a few men who came from Africa Negroes from the colomes 
to do the work And again it was quite an experience to have to 
get the authority to say, This is the way it s going to be 11 and so 
on 

So it has paid me, to want to serve When it came to the 
American army during the war, I was shocked at the way the 
German way, the authoritarian way we were greeted We were 
greeted by the little sergeant and just He would bawl 
everybody out and so on I was with a bunch of Indians they 
were not people who had the habit of bemg shoved around I was 
shocked at that And I found out the American army what I saw 
of it, because I never went to the army they refused me also 

So I had to find something to do during the war 
They refused you because ? 

Because my chest was not 

Oh the same thing So it was the same thing 

Yes and my eye I was A, and I was put in F I had been having 

trouble making a living As a matter of fact, I was living on 

chanty I had greased all my equipment in Los Angeles, and put it 
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away I had taken refuge in a cabin on the Smith River by the 
Oregon border, ten miles from the coast where it belonged to 
some friends of mine in Los Angeles There, I used to have an 
observation post, telephone, the telephone was connected directly 
to San Francisco I didn t have to nng or call a number Any time 
I saw an airplane m any direction I took the phone and I would 
say, "An airplane gomg such direction about three miles away " and 
so on 

Also I used to sell gasolme on the highway 
Well, this observation post who were you working for? 

For the army 

For the army I see 

Yes To tell the army 

So you weren’t a soldier but you were a civilian employee? 

I was not a soldier, but I was an employee free employee they 

were not paying me It was a voluntary thing 

You know, could we come back to that later and go on so that we 

don’t miss something? Because weve missed your apprenticeship 

as a wood carver before you jomed the French army 

Yes 

So why don’t we 

Bemg the bad student that I have always been I should have taken 
an examination at the end of high school, and I just didn t present 
myself because I knew I was gomg to fail I had always failed So 
I was no good I was dumb, that’s all 

It was decided by my mother long ago, during the war, as 
things were gomg very badly for the Allies at the beginning 
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This is during World War I? 

Yes Russia had become communist, and the communism was 
spreading There were a lot of nots everywhere So my mother 
said that all of her children were to learn some kind of a trade so 
that in case something would happen, they could if necessary, do 
something My older brother was to take my father's office My 
second brother was to take mechanics 

What do we do with the next one, the dummy?' Well, he’s 
a little bit of a dreamer Maybe we’ll put him learning to make 
furniture" And so they arranged for me to go as an apprentice to 
the city of Dinan a beautiful city a medieval city a real museum 
of a city And there, there was a factory of artistic furniture I 
would learn carving, learn to carve 

Now did you want to do this? Did you have any choice? 

If I had voted against it, they would have found something else 
But I accepted it I wouldn t mind learning carving, and later on 
gomg to the business of furniture 

I remember the first day I came to that shop We used to 
have long hours and long weeks Three years without pay 
And this is 1923? 

In ’22 *23 And I was to be trained by the son of the boss, the 
president of the company He said, 'Why don’t you go around and 
look at things? We have all lands of samples that hang 
everywhere here and there and look around And then as soon as 
I am not busy, I can take care of you" And I walked 

I came suddenly m front of a little flower about this long 
[motions about 12 mches], standing up there "Ooh, I was 



19 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


talking to myself, "oh God, I am m the wrong place here I’ll 
never be able to do that ' 

[Deep voice] 'My son, you’ll do it m two weeks" It was the 
president of the company that had been following me step by step 
probably knowing what was gomg to happen [Laughter] "Don’t 
worry, you’ll do it m two weeks " And indeed, m two weeks I was 
trying to do it It wasnt perfect, I hadnt all the skills yet 

But you see all my philosophy is based on that little event 
You have in your shop the same thing, you send people around to 
look at the examples 

I have what I can remember of it It is not as beautiful as the 
impression I had but then it is long ago In any case it s there I 
made one just for my pupils here I don’t say, 'You have to do it 
because you have learned your tncks, but if you want to do it, you 
are welcome to do it 1 But it was fun for me to have it there, 
remembering my days If a pupil says, "I cannot draw very much" 
Well, I use the same argument, ’You can draw" And convince 
people that take faith m yourself and you will do a lot of things 
But first, you have to believe that "I can do it" It was no more, 'I 
cannot do it 

So I worked there for three years When I finished 
apprenticeship then I went for the army I had two sisters who 
had come to America They came under the protection of a 
religious order of the nuns of the Holy Ghost who had a house m 
Hartford, Connecticut My sisters, Suzanne and Yvonne, were 
teaching children in families you know, taking care of children and 


so on 
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And then they used to go to International House and meet a 
lot of students m New York When they came back for vacation in 
Bnttany, some of those students came also to see them I met 
some of those people I remember one told me 'Why don t you 
come to America? With what you know how to do, that’s well 
paid m America 

But "I don’t know, go to America, that’s too much " Agam, it 
was the negative view that was coming 

And then one evening, I was m the theater looking at a 
picture second rate American film which had a picture of the 
interior of the Pennsylvania Station m New York I muttered to 
myself, 'Well, that s one thing I’m never gomg to see 

Walking back home, I said, Why not? If I could go to 
America, why not go to America? I’ll take my tools, 111 work there 
for three years, I’ll come back and Ill know how the work is 
handled in that part of the world and I’ll know the English 
language which cannot hurt me 11 
So you didnt know any English at this pomt? 

No 

Wow But did your sisters? 

My sisters had taken English lessons, and stenography and so on 
They were trying to get secretary work, or something like that 
So I arrived home, I took my pen, I took my paper, and I 
wrote to the American consul in Nantes I said What have I to 
do to go to America?" That’s the way I decided to come 
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The next spring this was in the fall the next spring, I was 
on the lie de France liner going to America I arrived there in 
early summer 
What year? Is this 1928? 

Twenty eight or ’30 I worked m a factory It was very difficult to 
get a job 

When you got to America who did you live with? 

My sister Two of my sisters were in New York I hved with one 
of my sisters and then later I took a room of my own somewhere 
else 

Was this m Manhattan? 

In Manhattan And my first job Well it was always the same 
thing Do you have any American experience?" I said No I’ve 
just landed here ' 'Do you talk English? ' No ' 'Well, I cannot 
take you One shop after the other shop 

Finally, I was sent to a factory at the last subway station in 
Brooklyn way at the end There was a big factory There, the 
man who was directing the factory came from Luxembourg and 
talked French and talked to me and asked the foreman of the 
carvers to take me 

That was not very good experience except that I broke mto 
the thing I was starting to have a few words in English anyway 
But it was at the time of trouble m Europe, all the [Premier 
Bemto] Mussolini and [Adolf] Hitler and the people I was with 
were either German or Italian There was nothing else The 
foreman was a Fascist there is no doubt about it 
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One day, for instance, we had a factory picnic One of the 
Italians who was in the shop where I was sung the "Marseillaise," 
simply to please me [Pause] We never saw him agam He was 
out He was not a Fascist, he was out 

So it was not agreeable I stay there, and big money was 
$17 50 a week To get m the big money, you had to be the head 
of the thing, making original work to be put on the machine so 
that after it comes from the machine very rough, with your tools 
you clean up the surface and it is sold as handmade But it was 
slave work, really They would roll a little cart about three 
hundred legs, the same leg, to be peeled off I just could not stand 
that 

So you were making furniture but it wasn’t 

But it was not at all the carving I had been domg m Europe In 

Europe, I got a clean piece of wood and I did the carving 

necessary for the cabinet maker to put together But here there 

was nothing of the kind It was just peeling the same thing over 

and over and over again, until it drove you crazy It was not 

interestmg 

Well, I quit there, because the political thing was just 
impossible, and then I took a job on Manhattan, East River There, 
it was much more congemal The people, the carvers were mostly 
Polish and Italian The foreman was a veiy mce old man The 
Polish were very friendly, and so on There was not at all the 
same atmosphere It was good 

But we didn’t work full weeks The Depression was there, 


but we didn’t know about it 
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How did you communicate all this time while you were just 
learning English? 

Oh, I was learning little by little Like my small nephew [visiting] 
here, he has to use his hands, use whatever When I came 
here I knew one English word I knew 'yes," and I knew 
"chicken" But I didn't pronounce it "chicken," I said, "shee kanh" 
And that was because m the school m France, my first school, 
there was a big, tall farm boy with a little head and long neck, and 
everybody called him "shee kanh 11 [Laughter] 

So when I went to the comer of a place cafeteria to get my 
sandwich to go to work I would know "chicken" And then little 
by little I learned the language 

Did you ever have to go to school or take a class m English, or 
you just ? 

I never took a class in English I learned by reading the headlines 
on the papers m the subway, and so on and then by talking to 
people at International House 

But I wasn’t progressing very fast, and eventually I left the 
factory because the factory didn t have work I started giving 
French lessons to some kids I found a job m the YMCA [Young 
Men’s Christian Association] m New York to run their little 
woodwork shop 
Sort of to give classes? 

So I started teaching there [Pause] I did some work m a pottery 
Whatever I could get 

And how would you find out about this through International 
House or ? 
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Somebody must have said "Why don t you go and look at the 
YMCA, maybe they will have something to do " I remember 
making a Christmas card for Mac/s 
Oh really? 

They bought my Christmas card, and some wood blocks that I had 
of Normandy, street scenes, two of them 

Then I just got a job for the summer to go m a YMCA camp, 
upstate New York 
As a counselor 7 

As a counselor I brought my tools, and we made totem poles 
There was an Indian there also and 


[End Tape 1 Side B] 

[Begin Tape 2 Side A] 

LaBERGE OK, you were at the YMCA camp 

BOUCHE We were at the YMCA camp and we had a totem pole among 
other things, that we made for the village, for the Indian village 
One day the head of the camp called me and said. Look, there is 
a lady who is visiting here today, and she’s the principal of a day 
school m Pennsylvania She is looking for some teacher that 
could come to teach French and if possible, art Why don’t you 
talk to her 7 

So I went to talk to her She described the school, and it 
was a progressive school She was hiring people who had no 
teacher’s traimng because she wanted to do the training herself 
See, it was a progressive school 
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Later I heard that she had been a teacher in the system of 
New York Now was it New York State or was it New York City, 
I don’t know, but she didn’t stay there She had some trouble 

So she was hired m Pennsylvania, Ene, Pennsylvania 
OK I’ve been there 
Ah She just said, 'Yes, I’ll take you " 

Wow What was the name of the school? 

The Ene Day School I don’t know if you know the town of Ene, 
Pennsylvania At one end of the town, there was an electncal 
power thing that gave electncity to the town with a big tall 
chimney That was probably on the east side of the town Well 
our little school was not too far from there 
OK 

So when I was through with the camp and maybe that was the 
second year I was in the camp The first year, when I came 
back from camp and entered the lobby of International House 
there was somebody from South Amenca who came and said, "Mr 
Bouche I have been waiting for you Where have you been?" I 
said, 'Well, I was m the country in the camp 11 He said "Well I 
have something that might interest you You know those films 
that are bemg made now that talk?" 

I said, Yes I ve never seen any, but I know about them" 
Well, there is a company, Western Electric that has a system that 
they want to sell m foreign countries So they are making a film, 
they have made a film, m English, and I am going to do the 
translating and speak in the film for Spanish countries They are 
looking for something m French Are you interested?" 
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I said, Yes I will take it" So here I was in the moving 
picture business' [Laughter] 

Out of that, I met a Monsieur De Rochemont, who was 
working for the news films newsreel He was also looking for 
somebody who could talk French and speak at the right speed in 
French for travelogues and so on So that worked for a while, too 
So I had quite a little bit of expenence m the film busmess 

But now we come back to the second year When I came 
back, I just packed up and went to Pennsylvania I arrived there at 
the station and asked "Oh, you are the boy who is coming from 
the East! I said, East? My gosh Am I m the West now? 
[Laughter] I said, Yes 

"Well, Mrs Selden has told us to have you go to her place 
so we’ll see that you get there " And I was received there They 
had a butler and they lodged me until I found a room They were 
always very good friends 

I went to work in the little school, teaching French They 
organized a shop all the men who worked in the factories 
could They were wealthy people who didn t want their 
children with the children of the working class, I guess They had 
opened this day school there 
How old were the children? 

From the first grade to the jumor high school 
What kind of training did the woman give you? 

Well, "you should do this, you should do that you should have 
done this It was every morning I would find on my desk a 
httle thing of all the mistakes I had made and so on 



27 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


Did she give you a book to use? 

No I had a book to teach the French It was a good book But 
as far as the shop was concerned, that was purely my own thing 

But she had had trouble in public school, and here she 
started having trouble too, with the teachers and the parents 
Eventually they fired her I thought, ’Well I’m not getting 
anywhere here I don’t know who is gomg to be the principal 
here I’d better go home Fve lasted here more than three years, 
and I came for three years I d better go home " 

Then one of the teachers approached me and said I don’t 
know if you would be mterested m this, but I have a friend who 
has bought a car He is gomg to go to California where my 
family lives and I am gomg with him, and my wife and little girl 
We are gomg to California Would you care to join us? And for 
twenty five dollars, I went to California, because my older sister 
had left New York She got married, and her husband was 
teaching psychology m Bellingham Washington by the Canadian 
border And for the summer session they were coming to [the 
University of California at] Berkeley 

So I thought 'Well I’m gomg to go and say good bye to 
Suzanne, and then Ill go south, see Los Angeles, and then take the 
southern road, railroad or bus, go to Texas, around the coast, and 
get on a ship and go back to Europe " I had saved about $700, if 
I remember 

We went It cost me twenty five dollars to go West And 
one day in Berkeley my sister said, You know, Charles has been 
observing you ' 
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Charles is her husband? 

Her husband, and head of the psychology department in 
Bellingham "He thinks that it might be wise for you to finish your 
education and go to the university " I said, "Are you crazy? You 
remember how much of a no good student I was I barely can 
write a decent letter m English," and so on She said Forget all 
of that Try it First, it’s no time to go to Europe now And as 
you served m the French army, you’ll be one of the first to go 
But you can try it If it doesn’t work you 11 still have enough 
money to go home ' 

What had he observed you do to make him say that? 

To see if I was really as dumb as I thought I was And as the 
family had thought I was She said He thinks that you can very 
well follow the course Furthermore, you aren’t gomg to face 
teachers who are people of great reputation and you are the 
humble student, you know You’re gomg to find very friendly 
people 1 In France, they’ll do anything to fail you, so that only 
those who are really gifted can afford to spend the money for an 
education 

Here, the philosophy is absolutely different They are going 
to see if you have something to offer, and make it possible for you 
to offer it And they’ll do anything and everything to see that you 
are successful So trust them, and try" 

So I went to see the catalogue at UC UC had an art course, 
an art major but it was not the type of art I wanted I wanted an 
active art I wanted to do things, to learn more about art that I 
had done before While at the university you learned more about 
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the history, the philosophy, and so on of art But there is no 
practical art really, and that s not what I wanted 

To get an art course I would have to go to San Francisco to 
the art school take the ferry back and forth, and you waste your 
time on the ferry every day, and you won’t have time to follow a 
course at the university It just won’t work 

So let’s go to UCLA [University of California at Los Angeles] 
and see if they have something more interesting We went down 
south, and at UCLA they had an art school practical art They did 
things But it was m the education department You had to take a 
major in education a major m art education And then minor, I 
would take French literature or something of the kind and that 
would help, I can always learn more and enjoy it 

So I rented a little place, a little room near the campus, 
locked my door to everything [Laughter] I was afraid to just fail 
right away miserably 

What kind of requirements did they have for you to enter as a 
student 7 

They just wrote to my schools in France where they said that I 
had been there and I had taken this and taken that They didn’t 
say "He was not a very good student They didn t say that 
And you didn’t need to be a resident of California, or 7 
Oh, yes But I had to pay $271, the first semester or so After 
that, it was $25 if I remember 

I locked myself no social thing and so on So when the 
grades came out, they weren’t bad I had to take philosophy 
political science as part of the education thing I did very well in 
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philosophy It wasn’t hard I understood enough English to be 
able to do the reading, so it wasn’t hard And the French side of 
the story was not hard either 

But you must have known enough English to take philosophy and 
political science 

I must have, yes, because they said, "No, you don’t have to take 
English A," or whatever it was, which was for the people to correct 
their mistakes of spelling and so on That s not your problem 
Your problem is your vocabulary is not big enough So you won’t 
have to take the Subject A because whatever English you have is 
correct While the people who come here have to learn not to do 
this, not to do that, that everybody does, the common people do 
But you have avoided that because of your reading the headlines 
and looking for the word on the book and so on " 

So political science was very interesting, because I had to 
compare the French and the American systems and I had 
experienced the two now So, far from bemg difficult, I found it 
interesting, and I could relax a little bit my monkish type of life 
We had a very mce group of people, friends There was a 
young man who had a His parents were willing to have us to 
come for parties m his place And for art, I had of course the 
carving and the carving wasn’t done at all I was the first one to 
bnng carving to UCLA 
I bet 

Whatever I did, which wasn’t much, to them was quite different 
So I graduated, finally, with honors 
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LaBERGE Wow How did that make you feel, after all these years thinking 
that you were a failure? 

BOUCHE Oh, it liberated me 1 I remember one of the most important things 
was a question that everybody had to answer one day 
"Tomorrow, will you bring me a definition of the word ’art ’ What 
is art?" Nobody knew what is art and I certainly didn t because I 
had the skills the carver skills, and I could get skills with the 
painting just as well and so on 

But what is art? I was puzzled Here, they do some idiotic 
things, and with no meaning A cup lined with fur, and then it 
goes mto the museum What is art? 

Or, big yellow painting and the little red square m the 
comer It goes m the museum And they spend a lot of money on 
that museum What am I missing? 

And when the next day came, of course as people had their 
answer "Art is God 1 "Art is beauty and so on And each time, 
"No art is not beauty 1 for instance Look at the gargoyles m the 
cathedral Are they beautiful? They are ugly Still, is it art?" 

Well, some art critics think it’s art 

And I had a dictionary on art and architecture that I had 
brought with me from France I said, Well, what do they say 
about art? They say, Art is the interpretation of nature by the 
human bemg ' That s all That was like a ray of light, I get it! ’ 

In other words, art is complete freedom! Do what you please, 
forget what people think of it Do what you please, and do it the 
best you can 
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From then on, I had no trouble whatsoever to become 
creative, because I was not thinking for good techniques I used 
whatever techniques I had And I remember my first painting of 
which I have made a carved copy which is hanging down there It 
was an effect of perspective m a church with monks one standing 
there and praying and then other monks kneeling balanced 
And then the coloring The coloring was such that the 
pamting, I never got it back I got a letter thanking me for giving 
the pamting, that they would like to keep it for their collection [at 
UCLA] And for my first thing’ While I had been working with 
people who had been domg art at school and here I had never 
done any pamting, and here my first painting was kept as a very 
good work The good grades came, so that I graduated with 
honors, which was of course a good thing for me to have that 
official recognition It has helped me a lot 

[Discussions deleted] 

LaBERGE How did your family react when you graduated from college and 
you did so well? Were they ? 

BOUCHE Well, I don’t know that I told them I don t know I didn’t want to 
brag 

LaBERGE It was just important to yourself 

BOUCHE Yes [I just told them] that I have graduated, and everything has 
been fine and so on I did not insist on it 

LaBERGE And so you graduated both with a B A and with a credential? 

BOUCHE Yes General secondary credential 

Oh, an interesting thing I was to graduate, or I thought I 
was to graduate m six months or next semester, the end of next 
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semester or summer And one day I was called to the office, "Mr 
Bouche do you realize that you cannot graduate?" 

I said, "What do you mean, I cannot graduate? I have good 
grades all along Oh that’s not it That’s not enough You 
haven’t done your practice teaching " I said, "Well, I’ll do my 
practice teaching next semester 

"But you cannot" "Why?" 'You are not a citizen You 
cannot teach m an American school if you are not a citizen public 
school That was a problem That was a very difficult problem, 
and that was a very good experience later when I worked with the 
Japanese what it means to lose your citizenship to renounce a lot 
of things It s very difficult Just to say I give up How are my 
family gomg to react to that? 

I had to do it or not graduate, or I had wasted my time So 
I said, 'Well I’ll do it" And when you do it you swear to 
renounce any allegiance to any foreign country and particularly 
the French Then you go to the French consulate for something 
They say, Oh, just forget about it Just wait there to turn m your 
military papers You don t have to do it But I swore I have 
given an oath And I dont know how do you react about it, but 
to me it’s important It’s not something to just you give and 
ignore You have to live by it ' 

That doesn t mean that I renounce my culture my cooking or 
whatever it is All the French things that are good, I want to 
cultivate them and adopt all the American things that are good It 
doesn t mean that because I m American I can become a gangster 
and its OK I still have to be a loyal decent citizen But to have 
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the officials of the French business to say, "Forget it," they never 
knew I cannot do it So there it is fm stuck with it 

LaBERGE So when you did this, how long did it take you to become a 
citizen? Did you have to go through a lot of ? 

BOUCHE It took me about six months or something of the kind As soon as 
I knew that, I took my papers, my first papers, and then after that, 
I could get my second papers 

LaBERGE Did you have to go to the French consulate and sign some land of 
papers also? 

BOUCHE I had to go but I don’t remember exactly why or for what I 

knew I had to go for the succession of my father Whatever it is I 
went to the French consul, and there I was told, ’Don’t worry too 
much about it" I said, 'Yes but I have sworn" 'Oh, forget that ' 
And that shocked me 

LaBERGE Well, had your sisters also become citizens? 

BOUCHE No The younger one didn’t have to take her citizenship She 

used to go to France every summer, and I m sure she would never 
have renounced her French citizenship 

[End Tape 2 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 2, Side B] 

BOUCHE As to my older sister, if her husband has become a citizen I never 
asked But he must have, because he was teaching m an American 
public school But then at the university level, you can be hired 
even if you are an exchange professor and so on But m the public 
school, m the common public school, you have to be a citizen So 
I don’t know exactly whether my sister is or is not 
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My sister is ninety nine, in April we plan to celebrate her 
hundred years and there is a delegation being formed m France 
now to come here 

Oh, my goodness Does she still live m Washington 7 
No, she is m Carmel 
Oh my goodness 

In the Carmel Valley there m a retirement thing And a few 
months ago about three months ago, the doctor called and said 
that She wont make it, she has pneumonia Well, she recovered 
She has a very good appetite Her morale is good, the idea of 
bemg a hundred years and so on She is the champion of the 
family! We ve never had such an animal m the family [Laughter] 
The people who come won’t stay here, but the man who 
orgamzed is the father of the boy who is here now So he’ll come 
here, and then he’ll take five weeks to travel after that around the 
States The rest will go to probably Carmel m hotels or some 
kind of a thing, to have some kind of a little party for my sister 
Why dont we end there for today and set another date because 
then the next time we could start with after college, and how you 
worked, and then how you got your job at Manzanar, and talk 
about that We 11 start with that 

Yes, because that is one of the important things in my life I 
realize that there are not very many people who can talk about it 
because they are gone 
That’s right 

See? I know somebody in Oakland who is younger than I am and 
was at camp too 
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Oh really? 

And shared a room with two others There were four sharing a 
room m a barrack with the girl who was to be my wife 
So you’re still m contact with 

Well we exchange Christmas cards This morning, I checked on 
her name I have her address, but I don’t have her telephone 
number I thought I had her telephone number, but I don t But it 
would be easy to look her up, because I have her address And 
shes still there because I have a Christmas card 
And do you have any contact with any of your students 7 Did you 
ever keep up ? 

With students from high school 7 
From Manzanar 

From Manzanar 7 No No, I had Japanese work some of the work 
done m high school, and I gave them some to the Oakland 
Museum, and some to the Japanese American Society in San 
Francisco I didn t keep any of those things, I don t think they are 
mine I think they should go back to those people one way or 
another They may very well trace those boys and girls and say, 
We have something of yours " 

Is the one m San Francisco the Japanese American Citizens’ 

League? 

Yes 

OK Well, we 11 start with that next time 
Sure 


[End Tape 2 Side B] 
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[Session 2, January 28, 1993] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side A] 

LaBERGE Last time when we finished, you were gomg to tell me about the 
origin of your name 

BOUGHE Yes I have a nephew m France who is a priest in a small little 

town and obviously has time on his hands He wanted to go back 
to the family history that had been written by an aunt of mine, 
and take it from there 

So he decided to go to Belgium, or on the Belgian border 
We were told that when the family came to Brittany the name is 
not Breton at all the name is very different they came from a 
certain little village little town m the Ardennes So he went to 
mvestigate and see if he could find anything more 

When he came back, then he wrote me a letter and there 
was an etymology of the name Obviously there are only, he said, 
only two names m Latin that could have given the source of this 
name We know at home in Bnttany that the family had come 
from that place The family was spelled Bouchy The y my 
nephew said indicates a Latm origin of the name 
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He went to the little town, and there, he says, "There are 
many people of that name But after looking at all the papers and 
so on, I found that there are no intermarriages necessarily They 
are independent They are not related Not only that but there 
are a lot of Bouches m that country m that Belgian country, by 
the Rhine River 

And there are only two words m the Latin that could have 
given birth to that name One was "boca," the mouth, and the 
other one was "buccine " Le buccme was the big trumpet of the 
Roman army 

Therefore, and here is where I think he was wrong it is m 
that opening m the bottom of our face that we have to find the 
beginning of our name [Laughter] And I thought well, maybe, 
but it sounds that Why not the trumpet people? And there 
are so many other people who have a mouth, and they don’t have 
the name So there was still a mystery 

One day, I was reading a book on the great invasion in 
Europe, that period and I found this notice, that the Roman army 
had great difficulty getting people from Italy, young men to come 
and serve in the fogs of the North Sea country So there, and in 
other places where there was difficulty m getting people from Italy, 
they would take auxiliaries from the barbarians who had come in 
to the Roman side, and were looking for jobs 

Those people were called bouchelanus because they received 
the basic rations of the Roman army which is a little hard cookie 
called bouchella 


LaBERGE Can you spell that? 
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BOUCHE Bouchelarius I think The plural is bouchelanum 

In any case, those bouchelarius are to be found all along the 
Rhine Their name has been shortened to Bouche in the form of 
Bouche one way or another 

And so the light came right away I said ''Well obviously 
this is where the name has come from, and not from the mouth or 
the trumpet" So that’s the origin of our name 

I was confirmed m that when, years later I was taking a trip 
through France I came to the httle hill which is named Alesia 
Alesia is m southern France and it is where Vercmgetonx who 
was the leader of the resistance against the Romans, had finally to 
surrender to Caesar 

There, I had to go to the restaurant at mght and when I 
read the bill I found the lady’s name was Bouchix, with the x of 
the Gauls You see so it was the same thing The name was the 
same, but with a Gaulish ending instead of being the Latin ending 
So this is where the name came from, Fm sure 

LaBERGE Oh, that is so mterestmg isnt it? 

BOUCHE Yes, it s very mterestmg because we didn’t know That adds to 
the fact that we can trace our ancestry at a certain spot and 
coming from the Frankish people coming from Germany like the 
wetbacks here the Mexicans you see They came and they looked 
for jobs and the army could give them jobs so they would go for 
that 

[Discussions deleted] 

BOUCHE I beheve this is a httle bit of a repeat 
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But I m glad we brought it up, because there are a couple of things 
I didnt ask you before What kind of welcome did you get from 
the Americans when you were m New York 7 I know that you 
went to International House [1928], and maybe you didn’t meet as 
many Americans as you did new immigrants 
I met there all kinds of people, people who had had very important 
positions in their nations, m their countries, and now were m exile 
What is the musician the Romanian musician composer? Well, I 
knew him personally and we used to get concert tickets to 
Carnegie Hall to go to his concerts 

So we met some very important persons I remember a man 
who had been the president of Turkey was there And other 
people. Dr [Rene] Dubos who has left a park in his name m New 
York Some Italians also 

When you talked about the Italians you worked with one of the 
furniture factories? 

Yes There the welcome, the first was not very good I wasnt 
welcome there I didn’t stay too long and I went to another 
factory where it was much more pleasant The people were not 
either German and Italian but they were different Polish and 
Jewish people, and very agreeable people 
deleted] 

I wanted to get back to what your feelmg was about Americans, 
and then when it came up that you had to decide whether you 
were gomg to be a citizen or not, how you made that decision 
My reception here m general from the American Americans you 
know, without a close foreign background, was always very good 
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I would say that the fact that I was French helped me a lot m 

many ways I was made welcome, I was French 

The French were more welcome than others don t you think? 

That s nght Because there were less French people that 
immigrated probably and they were not very poor They were 
generally middle class So the welcome was general, everywhere I 
went Even in farmhouses m the center of the country and so on 
Everywhere I can remember, I was welcome 

Then from there, what was your question? 

Oh a question about the World’s Fair, on your way to California 
Oh On the way to California we stopped for at least a day in 
Chicago to see the World’s Fair [1933] which was very interesting 
We spent also a day and mght m a farm south of Chicago 
somewhere Some friends of the people with whom I was 
traveling The rest of the time we camped on the way It was a 
very mterestmg trip to see the different countryside and peoples 
and then the great West It was really beautiful The more you 
went, the more beautiful the world was 
And you can’t believe how big it is can you? 

That’s nght 

As you keep gomg and gomg 

It took us ten days, and cost me twenty five dollars 

Oh, wow [Laughter] 

And then I amved in Berkeley where my sister and her husband 
were for the summer session I think I told you this that one day 
my sister told me that her husband was observing me, and thought 
that I should finish my education by going to a university 
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Yes, and we finished that that you finished UCLA, but m order to 
become a teacher, you had to decide whether you were going to be 
a U S citizen or not and that was 

Yes And so I took my citizenship and that was very hard to do, 
and very helpful when I had to deal with people who belonged to 
another culture 

That’s what I wanted to get mto how did your family feel about 
you becoming a citizen? 

My mother was upset She thought that I was anti militarist And 
I was not, I had served with the French army, and I liked the army 
very much As a matter of fact I could very well have stayed 
there and made a career of it But I had already the wood carving 
that gave me security m a way 

So I became a citizen [Interruption] 

Your mother was upset And what about your sisters or ? 

Oh my sisters Well first the younger of my sisters (she was 
older than I was), was murdered m New York by some kind of a 
nut who was at International House He wanted to learn French 
to have lessons My sister was teaching at the Fmch Finishing 
School, m New York 
Oh I know that 

You’ve heard of that school Very famous school She was domg 
well there 

I was living m Pennsylvania at the time Some Friday 
evemng I used to go roller skating I was called to the telephone 
to be told that my sister had just been murdered 

So I went to New York and dealt with that problem 
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The other sister was in the state of Washington so I called 
her to tell her what was going on 

I was wondering how did your sister in Washington feel when you 
became a citizen, or had she already become one also? 

Well, she didn t know until quite later I was m California for at 
least, I believe, the three years it took me to go to college So 
she No special reaction I dont think that she took any 
papers herself Her husband was I beheve, an American citizen, 
but I’m not sure, because he was from Canada, and I know that he 
was very much attached to his past also 
But here, there was no question 

Well, it gives you a different perspective when you were teaching 
the Japanese Americans on how they felt, both about being a 
citizen or for the ones who weren’t yet citizens, what that was 
like 

Well, I think that maybe we 11 come to that when we 

When we get to Manzanar 7 

When we come to Manzanar 

Well, let s go, then, to when you finished at UCLA 

And I was there m an unsettled period I was trying to get a job 

m teaching Everywhere it was all the recommendations you want, 

if I had done something, but, 'We cannot give you a job ' 

Because there weren t jobs available 7 

No, there was some kind of a secret there that I didn’t understand 
It was always the same until the employment people in UCLA told 
me, 'You know, Mr Bouche, you have too many good 
recommendations It starts looking bad" 
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Oh 

Don’t get any more recommendations It will hurt you more than 
anything People are wondering why you don’t get a job with all 
those recommendations, what’s wrong 7 " 

I was domg wood carving One day while I was a student, I 
had the flu and somebody entered my shack My little barrack 
was an old old thing that the movie people used to rent to make 
Western films [Pause] He was a man who was doing most of the 
fine cabinet work for the movie colony He told me that his mece 
who was doing her practice teaching in the art department at 
UCLA told him that I did wood carving Would I do his wood 
carving 7 And I said yes 

So I had some jobs carving I had also a job at mght for the 
school system of Los Angeles, working with adult education there 
There seemed to be no objection It was at the secondary level 
that I just couldn t break m 

And that lasted until the war time came I did long term 
substituting m the City College m Los Angeles, that worked out all 
right When the war time came, I was subject to the draft 

The cabmet maker closed his shop and went to work for 
defense m Long Beach so I was without work Through some 
friends of mine I had been asked to come and have my meals the 
evemng meal m a soronty I had a special table with students of 
French, so that we could have conversations with them I made 
very good friends there with those young ladies 

The family of one has a cabm on the Smith River m northern 
California, ten miles from Crescent City, on the road to Grants 
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Pass, Oregon When I was without a job, they said "Why don’t 
you go up there There is a gas station there on the road that you 
might work m ' 

And so I went up, and mdeed, I sold gasoline and also I 
manned an observation post for the army m San Francisco 
spotting airplanes 

LaBERGE And this was volunteer? 

BOUCHE Yes, that was just to have something to do 

LaBERGE But how did you even find out about that? 

BOUCHE I don t know Probably that the people were on vacation there 
and so I’d had 

[End Tape 3, Side A] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side B] 

LaBERGE OK, so this was about 1942 Was this after Pearl Harbor, or 
before Pearl Harbor, that you were spottmg the airplanes? 

BOUCHE After 

LaBERGE After Pearl Harbor OK Do you mind telling me, where were you 
when you heard about Pearl Harbor? 

BOUCHE Well, I was m Los Angeles I remember Japanese running 

everywhere You felt that they were very uncomfortable because 
of course there was right away a lot of resentment against 
Japanese As long as you were Japanese, it didnt matter if you 
were a citizen or not 

So the government asked the Japanese to volunteer to open 
the camps As for me, while that was going on I was upstate, 
waiting for the call for the army I was to come from Crescent 
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City to Eureka to take the tram and the train would get me the 
next morning m San Francisco to get medical examination for the 
army 

It happened that the tram was a tram of Indians [Laughter] 
There was nobody else but Indians on that tram from the Hoopa 
reservation up there m northern California 

Well, I came to the examination I had had my blood test in 
Los Angeles and here I was refused for the army 
This was because of your lungs 

Before the same kind of physical thing A bad eye, short 
breathing, and so on So I was put in F I decided to go back m 
Los Angeles, and that now I might get a job m a school 
somewhere because they were starting to get short of teachers 

I went to UCLA But on my way down to Los Angeles on 
Sunday morning in San Luis Obispo I stopped there and the 
papers were out in big letters, 1 All the Fs are back in A So I 
stayed at the moment, and I said, 'Well I am close to Los Angeles 
So 111 go anyway and see ' 

I amved m Los Angeles went to the office, the placement 
office of UCLA and there they told me that they had something 
just perfect m Orange County south of Los Angeles a wealthy 
distnct and so on, and I would be very well there 'How are you 
on the draft?" I said Well, yesterday, last night, I was F, today I 
was A again ' "They won’t take you Just forget it You don t 
have a chance" 

I had tned to get m the defense work it was the same story 


"No, you have the draft coming, we cannot take you 
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Now, how old were you right then? You must have been m your 
thirties 

I was thirty eight 

Now, that wasn t too old for the draft? 

No no 

And so I was gomg out and the man stopped and said, 

"There is somebody who just arrived here You know about those 
camps for Japanese that are opening all over the West He is from 
one of the desert states and is recruiting teachers So I talked to 
him, and he was already all set up 

So I was going out, and agam I was stopped "Wait, don’t go 
out yet There is another man, and this time he is recruiting for 
the camp which is to be m California m a place named Manzanar 
It would be much better for you if you could get there because it 
might help to build up your retirement and so on it will be the 
same state, if you teach m this state " 

So there the man told me, ’Yes What I need really I have 
a French teacher already I have an art teacher already What I 
cannot get is industrial arts Could you handle industrial arts?’ I 
said "Well certainly I could handle it While I don’t have any 
college work m industrial arts I have had training m the industrial 
arts m France as well as m mechanics as m my profession of a 
wood carver and furniture " 

So he said ’Well, that’s what we need But I want to warn 
you we have exactiy nothing to work with And it is almost 
impossible to get anything So bring whatever you can bring to 
start We’ll see later if we can get things " 
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Do you know the name of the man who hired you? 

No, I don’t remember his name 

But m any case, I was told to go back to Crescent City and 
wait Oh no He said, "Now, you do this go and see your draft 
board Tell the story that you have been refused once for physical 
reasons and that you might be taken and be sent to be a guard m 
one of those camps ‘Wouldn’t it be better for me to be there to 
do what I have been trained to do, than and see if they take you 
out of the draft' Which they did They said You are right, you 
go there But you have to stay there until the end of the war, or 
well grab you again ' 

So I went back then to Crescent City, waiting for I was 
told, You wait until you are called to come to camp, because the 
camps have just started to be organized We are not organized to 
get everybody there 

Well I was there for quite a while, and then suddenly, I got 
a telegram to come to Manzanar So I went down to Los Angeles 
to get my bedding I was supposed to have my bedding, which 
meant sheets and pillowcases and so on And a few blankets 
Oh blankets towels 
Yes And towels and so on 
So you had to bnng all that yourself? 

All of that myself 

I arrived m the camp and start 
And this was March, maybe? March, 1942? 

I think that it was m October 

And the camp had opened in March I know that OK 
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Yes So I started to Los Angeles, and toured the desert to get into 
the Owens Valley at the bottom of the Sierra The more I went, 
the more spectacular the country, just, 'This is unbelievable the 
mountains, the Sierra there, and the White Mountains on the other 
side" To me, it was very interesting to go there I said Oh, this 
is gomg to be 
How did you get there’? 

I had a car I drove 

I amved at camp in the afternoon and "What are you doing 
here? Who are you what are you domg here?" I said, Well, I 
have a telegram 1 Oh, those people m Washington just don t 
know what they are doing We are not ready for all of this’" 

I said, "Well, I am here Do you want me to go home? 

Oh no as long as you are here you can stay here ' 

So m other words you were hired by someone from Washington 
from the War Relocation Department? 

Yes, that’s right And they said 'Well do you have your bedding?' 
I said, 'Yes " Well we’ll give you a straw mattress it was about 
this thick* [Motions, about two inches] And they put me in a 
room, twenty by twenty, with a man his wife and a little girl We 
shared that room There were no beds 
The same twenty by twenty room? 

Yes 

Later, I was put m another room with a drunk had a bed 
there Then there was the principal of the elementary school, and 
the French teacher m a double bed Have I told you that? 

No you haven’t told me any of this 
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And you know, in these camps everybody was grabbing what he 
could grab 

Including the employees? 

Absolutely You had to be on the alert and just bold The 
Japanese were grabbing what they could get to build and 
ameliorate their barracks because their barracks were not lined 
inside They were just board and tar paper 

Where did they or where did anybody, find the materials to make 
it better? 

A part of the camp was the barracks, where the things came the 
trucks came to deliver stuff that got put there in those things 
Somebody was m charge there When you wanted something if 
you could grab it and take it you did it 

And it happened to me first thing I had arranged that my 
tools machine lights fluorescent lights benches everything I 
owned was to be brought by the government But when I arrived 
there of course those things hadn’t arrived yet They were still 
bemg processed 

I was assigned a room, a whole barrack, for the industrial 
arts I had with me the stuff I could bring such as files and 
compass and hand tools of this and that and a bunch of 
magazines old shop magazines And I remember a bottle of 
denatured alcohol 

The principal came to see how I was doing, and he saw the 
bottle He said 'Well, you are wise You bring your own poison ' 
[Laughter] 
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And you know, m these camps, everybody was grabbing what he 
could grab 

Including the employees? 

Absolutely You had to be on the alert and just bold The 
Japanese were grabbing what they could get to build and 
ameliorate their barracks, because their barracks were not lined 
inside They were just board and tar paper 

Where did they or where did anybody, find the materials to make 
it better’ 

A part of the camp was the barracks, where the things came, the 
trucks came to deliver stuff that got put there m those things 
Somebody was m charge there When you wanted something, if 
you could grab it and take it you did it 

And it happened to me first thing I had arranged that my 
tools machine lights, fluorescent lights benches everything I 
owned was to be brought by the government But when I arrived 
there, of course those things hadn t arrived yet They were still 
bemg processed 

I was assigned a room, a whole barrack, for the industrial 
arts I had with me the stuff I could bring such as files and 
compass and hand tools of this and that and a bunch of 
magazmes, old shop magazines And I remember a bottle of 
denatured alcohol 

The principal came to see how I was domg, and he saw the 
bottle He said, 'Well you are wise You bring your own poison 
[Laughter] 
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And so I told the boys, "Now, we have nothing to work with 
now But there is machinery that is on the way somehow I don’t 
know when it is gomg to come Now, is there anybody among 
you who have friends working m the storeroom?" 'Yes yes yes " 

1 All right Ask your friends there to let you know when light 
machineries will come, and let me know right away And after a 
few days 'Mr Bouche " the first thing m the morning when the 
class opened, 'last mght the trucks came and they unloaded all 
kind of shop things " I said, 'Okay you come with me 

I took all my pupils, and I went to the storeroom And 
there yes these are the machines that came yesterday all right, 
and the lights and everything yes I said 'All right boys grab! 
And go and put that m our shop The shop man said "Oh you 
cannot do that' We haven’t even have taken note of whats there 
1 And I answered "That’s mine I haven’t been paid for it yet 
Now, come on No question And I never heard of them any 
more 1 [Interruption] 

So how long had you been there at Manzanar before your 
machinery came? 

Oh, just a few days 
Oh that s pretty good 

Not too long Probably two three weeks or something like that 
When you got there was the school already set up? 

The school was Well all the teachers hadn’t arrived yet, but 
they had their barracks They were assigned barracks, elementary 


1 See appendix for letters concerning the supplies 
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school and high school The first thing I did, then, was to get the 
wood We got only redwood I got all the boys to work on 
making the furniture for the school, so that we had The boys 
were very good to work with They were smart they were willing 
it was really very mce They were extremely honest If something 
was lost they would buy something to replace it and so on 

So we started very well Pretty soon everything the whole 
school was ready with benches and library shelves and so on The 
schools were finally opened 

Then in December [1942] anniversary of Pearl Harbor, we 
had nots 

I wanted to ask about that 

The Boy Scouts on their own, came to place themselves around 
the flag The Caucasian girls were told to leave the camp and I 
gave the key of my car to one of the girls then The schools were 
closed 

Is this because you knew ahead of time something would happen 7 
We didnt know But there had been shots There had been some 
kind of Some people were trying to provoke nots 

I could go back a little bit We had two directors of the 
camp before the third one who was by the name of Mr Memtt 
Ralph Memtt 7 

Ralph Memtt He was the only good one The other ones just 
didn’t last long He orgamzed a group of fierce looking hoodlums 
with guns and so on, Old Western style, to walk through the camp 
to impress the population 
Were these Japanese Amencan 7 
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No, those were from the outside 
OK. 

[Laughter] He had taken, physically, the most rough looking It 
was just a game, you know? 

Then there was a lot of efforts to separate, spot the trouble 
makers They had some kind of a secret Society of the Red 
Dragon, or something of the kind 

And separate them m another part of camp, or sending them off to 
Tule Lake? 

No they would be sent to Tule Lake eventually But also, some 
people who were especially m danger were taken to the Death 
Valley CCC [California Conservation Corps] camp that had been 
abandoned years ago 
So who would be the people m danger? 

Well, the Red Dragon kind of thing They were people who were 
not the very youngsters that we had at school, but the people m 
their thirties and forties The old people just didn’t want to get 
mixed up in things 

But there were enough people who I don’t know if they 
were citizens or not A lot of them were not citizens They had 
come to this country and couldn t be citizens They were asked to 
renounce Japan Well, if you are not a citizen and you have to 
renounce Japan you have no protection whatsoever You dont 
know where to turn, you see? It was complicated 

But eventually, they managed to eliminate those people 
Some went without any trouble Some had to be sent there I 
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think They went then to Tule Lake, where it was much more 
strict 

Then at the time of that trouble, the schools were closed so 
I was put to deliver oil m the morning for the oil stoves We had 
oil stoves m all the barracks So I would go around delivering oil 
It was a messy thing 

Then I was taken out of there and put m the post office to 
take care of registered mail And then the calm came down the 
school opened again 
How long was the school closed? 

I don’t remember exactly, but it may have been a few weeks 
And where were the girls all this time? 

The girls as long as there had been the possibility of danger, were 
sent to Lone Pine Then they came back Some cars, the sand 
was put in the tanks and so on There were people doing mischief 
What Japanese Americans were in danger? Which ones were not 
favored? 

Those who were openly pro American and such That was the 
majority But the others were enough to terrorize them I 
remember one day a line of people coming mto the shop opened 
the door and they went to talk to one of the boys He was 
terrified I don’t know what he had done And then they walked 
out I couldn’t do anything I had no telephone to ask for the 
police or anything I had to just stand by and let them come and 

go 

So there was the same thing m the hospital I remember 
they were looking for somebody who had been hidden between 
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two beds He had been put between two beds to hide in there 
They didn’t find who they were looking for but they entered in 
there as if they owned the place 

Well it didn’t last too long and after that everything became 
normal life 

Was Mr Memtt the director during that time? 

Mr Memtt was the director and he organized the Japanese to 
have their government They had a Japanese, a regular army post 
at the entrance of the camp, and back of that another building, 
another little building for the Japanese police to check you You 
were checked twice by the police and by the army, when you 
came in 

So was Manzanar run by the U S Army by the U S government 
or the State of California? 

No not by the state It was the army 

Who employed you ? Who paid your paycheck? 

I think the paycheck came from Washington probably 
OK, so it was the U S government 

Yes I think I wouldn’t swear of that But it may be that the 
camp administration was delegated to handle the checks I don’t 
know 

Smce you brought up Mr Memtt I wanted to ask you a little bit 
about him, because one of the books that I read descnbed him as a 
man "who brought peace to any place 
Yes 

Would you agree with that? 
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Oh, absolutely He organized the Japanese not as people to be 
persecuted and not trusted, and it worked very well As soon as 
we got nd of the trouble makers there was absolutely no problem 
Can you describe a little bit more about the whole area what all 
the living conditions looked like? Your barracks were one place, 
were you separated from the Japanese Americans? 

At first not At first, we were all in the same type of barracks, and 
we had barracks that had no Japanese m them, and then the 
schools, and then the Japanese, and so on But later then we got 
an apartment I say "we' because I got married 
Right, let’s hear that story 

Yes I got married m the spring, I think, after I was there 

I think I have it written down as 1943 

Yes 

Well, tell me about meeting your wife 
Now that is very interesting 

I wanted to settle down But there was always something I 
didn’t have a situation that was stable and I was not going to 
jump mto something and fail I had met very mce people in 
college and so on I remember giving a big dinner to all my 
friends, girlfriends we used to go to parties together I made a 
block print of Chenonceau in France, and have a menu for the 
dinner [Laughter] A lot of fun 

But I wouldn t have asked any of them to marry No, not 
true One of them I asked, and her answer was, "Impossible " And 
I didn’t insist So she’s wise, probably [Laughter] 



57 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 

LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 


So I’ll wait There is a woman somewhere, and I will find 
her I don’t know how 

When we arrive m camp, we have to take shots for typhoid 
I had taken shots for typhoid in the French army, it’s just We 
didn’t die of it but we came close to it [Laughter] There were 
people who lost their minds and so on, and then it took a few days 
to recover and it was very painful 

One day, we were told that there would be a car, a taxi, that 
would take people who wanted to take advantage of it to go to the 
hospital to get their shots So I went, and I was 
Where was the hospital’ 

The hospital was at one end of the camp up a little bit up above 
the rest 

So when you say taxi was it a real taxi’ 

Well, we called it a taxi but it was one of the cars that had been 
confiscated After the Japanese came with their cars then: cars 
were confiscated Most of them were destroyed and then the best 
cars were kept for the camp service Now, I don’t know what 
compensation they got for that either 
I was wondering 

But obviously those cars were gomg to stay there and were there 
for the duration, so it was as well And to make sure that nobody 
would escape in one of those things they were destroyed 

The car was full of young teachers, and I was the only man 

there 

That was a good place to go work! [Laughter] 
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hoped that it won’t be that bad, but that you should know that it 
may hurt You will have 
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OK, you were m the taxi on the way to the hospital 
Yes And as I was telling my story, I saw the reaction of the 
people there One seemed to have the most intelligent reaction of 
all of them, and I said That’s the one that has been waiting for 
you 11 We were married the next spring 
[Laughter] My goodness You hadn t even spoken to her 
That’s right I said 'That 5 s the one you have been waiting for" I 
told myself And I remember to get acquainted I went to her 
cabm She had a twenty by twenty with some other girls, four, I 
think And I said Miss Lewis you are wanted at the co op " She 
said 'What for 7 I said, Oh, for a drink! 1 [Laughter] That was 
my first acquaintance with her 
Her name was Lucile 

Lucile Lewis Her parents her father had been the president of a 
company of photographic equipment and supplies in Los Angeles, 
and then during the Depression he took a very bad beating and 
never recovered From there, he stopped working 
What did she teach 7 

She was sixth grade, she was an elementary teacher But she 
definitely Something impressed me by her reaction It wasn’t 
foolish it was Whatever she may have said, impressed me 1 



59 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 

LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


said, "That girl has brains So that’s the one you have been 
waiting for " 

That’s wonderful Well, was it the same for her? Did she ? 

No I just asked her to come and have a drink, and then we got 
acquamted Eventually then I got acquamted with her family, 
charming people They came to the camp and so on Charming 
people 

So you were allowed to have visitors? 

Oh yes 

Could you go freely back and forth? Could you leave camp? 

Oh yes We used to go to Lone Pme on one side or Independence 
on the other side, to get a beer We used to go there to go to the 
market sometimes and get dnnks or whatever we wanted to buy, 
because we ate m the camp It was the type of ration of the 
Geneva Convention that’s supposed to be the same as the regular 
army 

Was it do you think? 

Oh yes We had good meat we had good food Our cooks were 
Japanese, of course, and sometimes But in general, it was 
very good Ham chicken steaks regular food Of course if there 
was a sandstorm your ham was full of sand And when you came 
back to your barrack to sleep, your pillow was full of sand It was 
a very harsh climate It changed 

One day, I remember going with the PTA [Parent Teacher 
Association] They went out of camp, so they had to have 
somebody from the camp to go with them, to cut greens for some 
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kind of a school event, I don’t know, conceit or something so they 
wanted some greens That day, we had snow, ram, a sandstorm 
Wow 

And then calm The same day You see the danger of fire there 
m the desert with the big winds that used to come from the cold 
air in the north and then the desert m the south, it made for big 
currents You had to be careful coming out of the cabin holding 
your door, because the door would open just like that, and I 
remember a woman bemg tom away She didn’t let the door go 

And then if the fire would have started they had taken all 
the vegetation off Absolutely clean So it was all sand And any 
little wind, and the sand would just fly all around All your 
laundry, you would have to go to the other end of the camp to 
find your laundry [Laughter] It was But we didn’t mind it 
It wasn t extremely hot It was hot I remember the hottest day 
was 111 [degrees], and I was on my bed just panting That was 
the hottest day Ive seen 

For the winter, it was below zero for days and days and days 
and days and everything was frozen all the things Little ram 
And I remember only one snowstorm and that is that one 
[Pointing to painting] That was the only one that was a real 
storm where everything was covered with snow Sometimes we 
got snow, but it didn’t last 

Were the people and were the barracks equipped for all that kind 
of weather? 

Each apartment of twenty by twenty was equipped with an oil 
stove The furniture had come from an hotel in San Francisco 
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But then, after we were married, we rated an apartment m 
the special quarters of the camp, where all the directors and so on 
were So we got a nice little apartment, twenty by twenty in 
which twenty we had a bedroom you could not turn your bed all 
around in, once it was m the comer [Laughter] You just couldn’t 
do anything about it You had a kitchen, it was not a large 
kitchen a big kitchen but it had an icebox with a little freezing 
compartment They were a brand new thing when we moved 
there And a living room and a bathroom 
So you didn’t have to go outside to the public bathrooms 
No That was before we were put m those special barracks we 
had to go outside 

Well, what prompted your wife to come teach at Manzanar? 

Her father was the one who counseled her to go and get a job 
there ' It is a very special thing that you are gomg to live 
through and you would be one of few that will have known that 
kind of a thing so it will be an extremely good experience a very 
interesting expenence And she was out not to have just the 
security you know The thing appealed to her 

Then, after we were married m Los Angeles There was a 
lot of discussion about trying to get us to marry m the camp It 
was the first marriage m the camp, and it was a big event But 
then there was the family also and so we decided to have the 
mamage m Los Angeles 

When we came back we had arranged before going to Los 
Angeles to have south of the camp m Olancha the horses ready to 
go up the Sierra Now, the Sierra on that side is a wall and you 
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have little trails that are just going like this and like that 
[Motioning zig zag] and like this and like that, to the top of the 
Sierra We had arranged to go to a place where we had gone with 
some people of the camp where there was a camping place but it 
was not used because it was a pnvate thing It was not used 
because there was no gas 

So we had arranged to go there, to have horse and mules 
take us there, and then we would be there for the time, I don’t 
remember how long a time it was, one or two weeks or whatever 
it was when the horses would come back to pick us up and take 
us down to camp then we could camp 

As we went up there we met a bear on the way Then on 
the flat, when we had passed the crest and down again, I 
remember one of those things with big antlers, majestically pacmg 
the praine there 
LaBERGE An elk? 

BOUCHE An elk It was really beautiful 

The only person We found the camp and it was by the 
Kern River It was a little nver it was not a stream it was a 
good sized nver, full of fish of course Well when we had set the 
tent we used to go m the morning and fish our breakfast, trout 
Every morning we had trout for breakfast 

We had no communication with the outside world, except 
about six miles away There was an Indian there with No, six 
miles he must have been closer than that The six that stays in 
my mind was that that Indian was m charge of about 6 000 cows 
that came there for the summer and then came down for the 
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winter He had a telephone So we went to see him and get 
acquainted with him in case of need for the telephone We never 
needed the telephone however 

We were absolutely alone there, and it was a marvelous spot 
Then came back to camp, and then m our little apartment, 
we could freeze the fish we had brought with us 

And oh there there was a big adventure that could have 
been the end of me I told Lucile I said 'You know we have to 
hang our food, because we had all our food for the time we were 
to be there We had ham and we had this and we had that 

In any case I said 'We should hang those things up in the 
tree Because if the bear comes you don t argue with bears Let 
them eat, and lets go to the phone and call for the horses 

Oh, your bear, there is no bear around here 1 " I said, There 
is bear we have seen one coming up 1 Well 11 she said, but all 
my youth I have gone to Big Bear Lake m southern California m 
the San Bernardino Mountains and I have never seen a bear" I 
said 'Big Bear Lake, that was a name that was given to that place 
when there were bears But the bears have been destroyed there 
long ago and of course you didn’t see any bear But here, there is 
a danger' 

And so that morning the horses were to come that day to 
pick us up It was the last day of vacation We were going to go 
fishing to make sure we had our limit of fish But it was cold 
when we woke up, and I said, ' Shall we go and fish? Oh, let’s 
wait until the sun is out' ' OK" 
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Then something started scratching I was in my sleeping bag 
And something started scratching by my left side there I pushed 
back, and had a little game with something I told Lucile You 
know, there is something which is leaning against the tent It 
must be a cow that has come up " 

And then suddenly, [Noise] A huge head looking at me, just 
this close, you know, just this close* [Motioning twelve inches] 
"Lucile a bear*" "Oh you and your bears * [Laughter] She didn’t 
want to believe You and your bears, and I started to undo the 
bag, the bear as soon as he saw and heard me talk he went 

I quickly opened my sleeping bag stepped out of the bag, got 
out took a stick and the bear was gomg I threw the stick the 
stick wouldn’t have done any harm, because it was all deadwood 
And when I came back to the tent Lucile was looking She said, 
"There was a bear?' I said 'Yes, there was a bear! It was not a 
big bear ’ It didn’t look like a big bear to me " 

But after that, when we went out to see the tracks of the 
bear it was a full sized bear But it was the last day and happily, 
because the rams started, and the tent was completely open We 
would have no way to be out of the ram That was the big 
adventure 

Wow So was this like summer vacation for the teachers? 

Yes 

What did the children do in camp during school vacation? 

Oh they had different organizations and so on It was not 
altogether vacation I think that I would open my shop for people 
who would want to work 
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I had hired two Japanese to take care of two classes One 
class was carpentry how to build houses The other class was 
furniture making My idea was, when they come back from this, 
they will want a house maybe, they will have learned a little bit 
how a house is built So that was carpentry 

The other one was, they needed furniture m their barracks 
So make them "What do you want, what do you need in your 
place? and they would make their little shelves and so on 
Then I had a class m wood carving and that became a 
scandal 
Because 7 

Because that was luxury and it was wartime I said ' It’s not 
luxury You have a class of art, don t you 7 Is that luxury 7 You 
have class m music Is that luxury?" Finally, I won my argument 
Whatever mce things we could do to make the life interestmg 
When they will remember this thing it won’t be always a suspicion 
and hatred It will be You know, finally we have a number of 
opportunities there We had fun 

I remember a woman saying, ' Oh, this is marvelous This is 
the first time I have had a vacation m my life [Laughter] 

Because they didn t have to cook they didn’t have to do anything 
They went to the refectory in their block Each block had its 
eating thing The men if they wanted to work they could work 
and they were paid if I remember it was sixteen dollars 
Sixteen dollars a week? 

A week or a month 
To work m the kitchen 7 
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To work in the camp, in the kitchen Any job you did Nineteen 
dollars was for the intellectuals, like the surgeon, the Japanese 
surgeon 

And this was a regular M D ? 

Yes And she had practiced it was a woman she had practiced 
surgery before gomg to camp But she was working, those were 
nineteen dollars I think it was a month The head of the 
department was a Caucasian, and he was paid the full salary that a 
Caucasian would get m the civil service 

The same is true with the people I hired to come to be 
teachers the Japanese, because they were not the upper echelon, 
as we say They were paid sixteen dollars a month (or was it a 
week? I don’t remember, but I know sixteen dollars), and then 
there was, I think it was twelve dollars for apprentices 
How many people do you think did work there? Well, let s put it 
this way was there enough work for everyone who wanted to 
work? 

I think just about yes But if you didn’t want to work, like the 
woman who had vacation for the first time in her life, they didn’t 
have to work The men didn t have to work 

Now, they were not supposed to go out of camp, of course 
There were the towers with the men with the rifle I guess or 
something Towers armed 
Sort of like a guard? 

But where did the trout that I saw drying up in front of the 
barracks once in a while come from, you know? There was no 
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water in the camp There was no running water, at least not in 
the beginning And yes, they managed to get some trout 

And then one day I was sent with a group of them for 
getting the greens for the PTA meeting and I ran into the answer 
I found a camping place with the camping type of mattress and so 
on, well hidden there They used to come in and out of camp 
gomg under the barbed wire So there was quite a lot 

As for us, we could go fishing any time we wanted There 
was plenty of fish because nobody could come to the Sierra, there 
was no gas to travel So all m all, it was a pleasant hfe 
For you? 

For us And we made it, I hope, and then under the direction of 
Mr Memtt, I think that they had as pleasant a life as could be 
made 

But, when we used to go drinking our beer in Lone Pine or 
Independence I remember hearing the cowboys and others all 
saying, 'Japs lover [Grumble], Jap’s lover" 

Calling you that? 

Trying to get a fight And of course, for us it was never pay 
attention, ignore it, and don’t answer dont get upset, because you 
lose 

Sometimes, during vacations the teachers were employed by 
different things like going to get people out of California 
How did you do that? 

They were the people who were being relocated, and if possible, at 
least when I went with them, and I went a few times, there was 
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always a car that they could take their car and go to Chicago, and 
things of the kind 

You mean a car was given to them to have and keep? 

Yes As far as I know Because they had a car I had the key and 
they could drive their car We passed over the state line and we 
stopped there I gave them, I remember giving them the key, and 
they got the car gomg So they didn’t drive the car How was it 
arranged? Because I had a car to come back There must have 
been two cars coming one that was left with the Japanese, and 
then we came back, two people in the car That’s the way it was 
working 

So you just took them as far as the state line to make sure they 
were safe? 

Just as far as the state lme m the middle of the desert 
It was Nevada? 

It was Nevada And then as soon as they passed that line, just as 
thin as this, they were free And they would go and work 
somewhere else 

So already it was set up wherever they were gomg to live and 
where they were gomg to work? 

Oh yes All that was arranged by agencies I remember the 
teacher who was handling the carpentry or the furniture making I 
don t remember, got relocated He went to work at Boys Town in 
Nebraska 

Oh Father [Edward] Flanagan’s place? 

Yes He was somewhat cnppled I remember, a very mce fellow, 
had been a fisherman before and he went 
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So did you take him there, or take him across 
No, I just took him either to the railroad or to the road and left 
him with a car or whatever it was I was not the one who took 
him but I know that he went to work for the camp, the school 
for boys Others would go to Chicago or anywhere they wanted 
But the jobs were arranged for them by some agency 
How popular was that 7 How many people wanted to be 
relocated? 

Quite a number, because the population of the camp was 
decreasmg all the time Finally, when we left the camp, there was 
practically nobody left there 

In the book Farewell to Manzanar. 1 the young girl remembers that 
her father didn t want to leave the camp As it came time for the 
camp to close, he kept wanting to stay What she thought was 
probably he was afraid to go back to He didn t know what he 
was gomg back to 

That s right He was gomg, and m the camp they were well 
treated Out of the camp, you never know what land of person 
you are going to meet 

For instance, and this I get indignant about each time, when 
I went out of camp when we went out of camp Lucile got a job 
in Brentwood, sixth grade I got a job in Pittsburg No objection 
Up to now it had always been no job But now no objection 
And I thought it was because they were short of industrial arts 


1 Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D Houston, Farewell to 
Manzanar (Boston Houghton Mifflin Company, 1973) 
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teachers, they couldn’t get them, so they would take me, and no 
question 

I forgot what I was 

You were going to give me an example of something that 
happened that made you indignant 

Oh yes The principal of Liberty Umon High School asked me 
r Why don t you come and teach at Brentwood instead of gomg to 
Pittsburgh Because my teacher of industrial arts, or shop, is 
retiring 

So I took that job and one day, the principal It was the 
time when they were relocating the people of the camps m their 
original homes Some there was talk of some coming back to 
Brentwood The pnncipal said 'Well, we know what we 11 do with 
them We have telephone poles here to take care of them Can 
you believe, a high school teacher being in teaching, to have such 
notions? 

No 

Made me so mad, the stupid 
What did you do? 

I didn’t argue You don’t argue with those things 
And then 


[End Tape 4 Side A] 
[Begin Tape 4 Side B] 
LaBERGE The pnncipal 
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Had the good sense of dying And the vice principal became 
principal I had had the job then m Brentwood, and I became very 
friendly with the principal the vice principal then the principal 
One day we were talking and he said, You know I was 
very upset when Mr (we’ll leave his name out) hired you I said, 
*Why is that? And I thought, here is the answer ’Because when 
we take our administration courses and so on we are warned not 
to hire people who have been raised m European schools because 
they have gone to schools where everything is discipline Here, 
they get in trouble They don’t know how to handle our type of 
liberal approach to the thing They want things to be done their 
way, and there is no way out And then they get mto discipline 
problems, and as a principal or vice principal, you have trouble 
with those people " 

So that was the reason 

That was the reason you hadn’t been hired before 
That was the reason that it took a world war [Laughter] 

To find out 
To find out 

Wow But from everything you ve said it sounds like you were 

just the opposite of that kind of a teacher 

Because of my youth and the problems I had m my youth 

You knew that that kind of discipline didn’t work 

I know that kind of discipline made me revolt And I learned 

something when I learned carving you don’t work against the 

gram 
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Well, let’s go back to Manzanar You were free to come and go 
How did the people you were working with feel about you bemg 
able to come and go freely out of camp, when they couldn’t? Did 
they resent that 7 

They probably resented it, they probably understood it You hear 
a lot of criticism of the camps I remember gomg to the museum 
m Oakland [the Oakland Museum], and I wanted to know where 
the Manzanar exhibition 1 was "Oh the concentration camps " It 
was a colored man at the desk I said 1 No, not the concentration 
camps, the relocation camps " But you could feel that, somebody 
wanting to give a bad reputation to those camps And there are 
people like that always 

You feel that Well just like what you said that probably they 
resented it but they understood it It was a hard thing 
They understood It’s, Would you be safe outside? 1 Like the man 
who wanted to stay ’Would you be safe 7 " Well, no, you 
wouldn t You never knew when you’ll meet some kind of a 
And for the authorities who decided on the camps did they know 
what kind of reaction the Japanese would have could they add 
another disorder when we needed to have things under control 7 It 
was not necessarily a question of persecution It was a question of 
a safe way 

But you had people who felt There was a training camp 
for fliers somewhere m the valley and they used to come with 
their airplanes just above the barracks, to terrify those people Mr 


1 The Oakland Museum featured a special exhibit, "Strength and Diversity 
Japanese American Women 1885 to 1990 from February 17 to May 13, 1990 
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Memtt put an end to that one But he had to go to Washington 

to get this to be stopped 

These were army fliers or air force fliers 

The army fliers, learning flying, that went purposely to terrify 

those people And most of those people were perfectly peaceful 

people that didn t want But they lost a lot, of course You 

cannot But then, war is war My parents they had a hell of 

a time too They were thrown out of their house when the 

Germans came to take it away to lodge the doctors that were to 

get slave labor to send to Germany They had to quit their house 

lost So war is war 

How did you think this was different than, for instance, the 
Germans who were living m America or the Italians'? 

Well, the Italians, there were a lot who were admirers of 
Mussolini He was the Italian glory after all But it was not the 
majority I don’t think it was the majority of the Italians I think 
most of the Italians were quite reasonable about it 

For the Germans it was a little bit the same In New York 
you had organized bands of the skinhead type of people You had 
mghtclubs you couldnt enter in because you were not German and 
so on 

Do you think you had a special kind of rapport because you were 
an immigrant yourself? 

Because of my expenence of changing my allegiance, yes that was 
difficult And I sympathized with those people especially those 
who were asked to renounce Japan, but were not couldn’t become 
citizens Their children bom here became citizens As a matter of 
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fact it used to be a time m California in my lifetime when it was 
against the law to marry a Japanese or a Chinese 
There’s a beautiful movie out, you might have seen it ' Children of 
the Paradise" Have you seen that? 

No 

It’s about a Caucasian marrying a Japanese girl, and they went to 
[the state of] Washington I think in Washington you could get 
married Right before the war, and then her family being put m a 
relocation camp 
It’s a movie? 

It’s a movie "Children of the Paradise " It’s on video You’ve got a 
VCR, you could It s really a beautiful film I think that you 
would enjoy it, from your expenence 
Yes 

Do you need to take a break or should we stop here? 

No, no 

OK And those laws were changed after the war is that nght? 

Yes But you know, that’s the story of America We have just 
recognized that "separate but equal' is not enough We are to be 
equal and equal The fact that you are separate means you’re 
inferior There is no doubt about it and I don t know why it took 
so much argument to come to that conclusion But that is very 
American 

How many of your students would come, not just to your classes 
but come for counseling, or their family to you? Did they confide 
m you their troubles or ? 

In Manzanar? 
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Yes 

No They would joke about it sometimes ' Poor little Jap boy 1 
Did you go visit them m their barracks 7 

Oh, yes We had some friends there We had people who were 
working for us, somebody was taking care of our little garden We 
could have a little garden And somebody was domg my laundry, 
and so on We paid them It was done by all the Caucasians 
there 

What was your salary as a teacher? 

As a teacher I think Pm not sure I think it was $3,000 a year or 
something like that 

Was it comparable to public school teaching outside 7 
Just about I think it was just about what you would get m the 
average school Well average, I don’t know, but schools in 
California probably They had a rate for all the teachers in Indian 
reservations and so on, and so probably we would get the same 
thing 

And what about the way the school was run 7 Was there a school 
board, or did all the camps have the same curriculum, or how did 
that develop 7 

I don’t know about all the camps They may have been about a 
replica of the regular high schools m that state, probably But it 
depends on who the principal would be 

But did your principal mainly decide everything for the school, or 
you were saying there was a PTA 

It was orgamzed as much as a school in a small community There 
were 10 000 people m our city We were the largest city between 
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Reno and Los Angeles We had people from UCLA, I remember, 

coming there, that I had met at UCLA, to inspect and discuss with 

the superintendent of schools, and so on 

Did most of the teachers that you came with stay for the whole 

time? 

Yes 

Was that a requirement? 

No, no, you could quit if you wanted to, I guess But there is a 
story that is interesting also [to show] how you had to deal with 
the camp 

Before I was married, m the barrack where we were the 
drunk and the principal of the elementary school we all had one 
single bed, and then the other one, the French teacher, had a 
double bed One day a couple came from the state of New York 
He was eighty four, if I remember A lot of people took advantage 
of this to make a little money that added to their retirement 

They had their bedding The trouble is that the bedding they 
had was for a double bed, and the bed they were assigned to was 
a smgle bed We had m our room a boy who had a double bed 

So I don t know how we heard about it, but it was a 
question of taking the double bed out to the barrack where this 
couple was to be, and then gettmg a single bed So I was 
delegated or I volunteered, I don t know, to go and see the man 
who was m charge of all the equipment and so on His name I 
could trace it right away m the yearbook 

I went to see him and said, We have this problem and I 
explamed "There will be no moving of furmture ,,, [Laughter] 
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Oh, yes of course, of course" And then I went back and I said, 
"All right, let’s change the beds We have the authorization to 
change the beds Let’s change the beds" We changed the beds, 
we never heard of the beds after that [Laughter] In other words, 
he’s still trying to clear off the books 

So you moved the double bed wherever they were going to be 
Where they were needed And the heck with the red tape 
Now, this couple that came did they come to work? 

Yes 

And he was eighty four? 

He was eighty four 
What was he gomg to do? 

Science He was working m science in a high school 
My goodness Well, obviously all the teachers there had chosen to 
come there so they must have been very dedicated people 
I think so They didn’t have to come there I think they were 
taking advantage of the expenment that they are going to go 
through I must say that some were a little odd [Laughter] 
Maybe I was odd, too 

So would you say then that most people there working were 
sympathetic to the Japanese 7 

Yes I don’t think they could have stayed there long if they had 
shown any antipathy toward the Japanese It wouldn’t be 
comfortable But I know some who came and just, bemg dumped 
by the bus in front of the camp, looking at the thing and just 
waiting for the next bus "goodbye " Especially the people who 
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came from the East They were a little afraid of the stark hard 
feeling that you got from that landscape [Pause] 

But probably all the camps were not run like our camp, I 
think I think we had Mr Memtt there who understood the 
problem the way it should be understood Because by what I read 
of some people who had been m other camps, I wonder 
Did you meet some of the other people, like Mr Merritt’s bosses 
for instance, who would come and inspect or 7 
Oh we had people from the oh what do you call it it was not 
Umted Nations, but it came from Switzerland the League of 
Nations to come and see, and the Red Cross, and so on to see if 
the standards were really the standards that should be 
And church groups too is that right 7 

There were church groups There was the Catholic school and the 
Catholic church and other churches also They all had their 
barracks 

So there was a Catholic school so the people had a choice 7 
Not a school but a church 
Just a church OK 

Just a church No, the only school we had was the camp school 
I read that Mrs [Eleanor] Roosevelt came one time for a visit Did 
you meet her 7 
No I dont remember that 

Did the governor [Earl Warren] come or any other state officials? 
Not that I remember But then we didn t know what was going 
on up above very much I know that some senator came 
That’s true But really, it sounds like it was run like a little city 
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Yes 

There were movies and stores, or ? 

We had movies We had the building, recreation building which is 
still standing, by the way, the last time I passed there It is used 
now to put the highway equipment, but it was a very mce 
building We had a very good chorus m the school, high school, 
very good teachers You had quite a bit of things They had a 
museum organized by the Japanese They collected all the old 
pieces of rusted things that were left there from when it was a 
ranch You know the place used to be an apple orchard an apple 
ranch That’s why it was called Manzanar 
Oh that’s right 

The Japanese would collect everything they would find and then 
their own work, their own paintings and their own things I had 
an experience with this thing [Pointing to antique Korean 
painting] This, whatever the name is for those things, was given 
to the mother of Lucile as the weddmg present by some collector 
We wanted to know We didn’t know exactly what was the 
meaning I know I see cats playing, but what’s ? 

And so I took it to the museum there where the people who 
were mterested congregated They asked all the old Buddhist 
monks or whatever it might have been to come there to see if they 
could translate Nobody could read it Finally They had a 
very strange dictionary The dictionary is by the pictures To try 
to find what picture will correspond to what picture is very 
difficult 
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So there were all those people there lined up, looking at it, 
and then someone will make a little remark, and then another one 
would talk, and talk And finally, after days and days, they 
decided that it was not Chinese, but it was archaic Korean And 
that it was difficult to read because all the characters had been 
changed to express something They took to explam such things as 
the mouse, and then jumping on the mouse You see there, 

[Noise] And everything is written like that to express something 
Each word has been rearranged to express the meaning of the 
word, as if you were using the ram, instead of writing ram you 
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You d make it look like ram 

Yes That’s why And the translation was How peaceful and 
gentle is the mother cat with the httle kittens but how swift and 
cruel when it goes after the mouse" But they said, Of course, it 
doesn t sound good when you translate it You just don t get the 
poetry of the thing " 

In your classes tell me everything that you taught You taught 
drafting 

We had a class of drafting We had a class of furniture making 
We had a class of wood carving and we had a class of house 
building 

Were these what do we call them not voluntary [elective] they’re 
either required courses or 

Oh they were not required courses They were put there by the 
counselors It is generally the practice that if you want to take 
that class you can take it It’s a voluntary thing But generally 
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the most brilliant people won’t take those classes, although in 
Oakland, I have had some very, very brilliant people coming to my 
class, because it was something they wanted to do While most of 
the people I got were put there because they were not up to 
the 

Rigorous academics? 

That s right And some were sent there simply because they were 
impossible to manage And they were impossible to manage 
because their teachers would make them mad, and then there 
would be a fight and they had to be sent somewhere else 

But still of that I remember distinctly one young lady, her 
father was a doctor m Oakland and she had taken French and was 
speaking French fluently She took a course m crafts simply 
because she liked to do crafts and talk French She could have 
taken a course in cooking, or a course in singing but she liked the 
crafts 

And the same is true in Manzanar If you wanted to take 
shop, you have always some elective you could take 
That’s the word I was looking for, elective 
You could always take it 
Did you have mostly boys 7 

Yes And I never had girls there Later on, when I went to 
Brentwood, for instance, I asked the principal to permit the girls to 
come 'Oh, but you know there might be accidents and so on 
"Look We sent them during the war m factories They should 
have a chance if they want to do it, they should have a chance to 
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do it They don’t have to, but let it be known that the door is 
open as far as I’m concerned" Then the counselors do the rest 
And m Manzanar I would have loved to have some of the 
young ladies come there and try their hand But I have little 
things there probably that you have seen, and it must be, you must 
have seen it maybe 

LaBERGE Actually, I have not seen that magazme that you have out there 
BOUCHE [Moves away from tape] I wanted to get a thing that was 
LaBERGE [Also moves away] Oh no Fve never seen this 
BOUCHE You will see the type of thing that we made m the shop for their 
apartments Take a good look at this 1 
LaBERGE Could I take this with me and bring it back? 

BOUCHE You may 
LaBERGE Oh, this is wonderful 

BOUCHE If they don t have it it should be copied and really not forgotten 
because its a good example 

LaBERGE Yes Oh that’s wonderful Let me see what else 
[End Tape 4 Side B] 


1 See appendix for copy of pamphlet on furniture making and decoratmg 
the barracks 
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[Session 3, February 4, 1993] 

[Begin Tape 5 Side A] 

LaBERGE When we finished the last time, you were telling me your overall 
impression of Manzanar and the fact that lately people are calling 
it a concentration camp and your reaction to that 
BOUCHE I think I told you that before, but one day I was going to look at a 
display of Manzanar at the Oakland Museum There was a colored 
man at the desk ' Oh, you want to see the concentration camp I 
resented that because it was not a concentration camp in any way 
in any form It was a camp where people were safe and should be 
left alone until the crisis was over 

I think trying to blame the government for what they thought 
was a safety measure and nothing else is unfair 
LaBERGE Have you been back to Manzanar since then? 

BOUCHE I have passed there a number of times, and always I stop and go 

and see what’s left of the place There is something there that you 
might think of interest in the building which was still there the 
last time I passed which was our recreation building, m one of the 
cornerstones of cement is buried a can m which is the text of 
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the Written by Mr Memtt, explaining what the camp was 
about 

Now, I don t know if a copy of that was given to the library 
but it’s there somewhere Now which stone I dont remember but 
when the building falls apart, it might be nice to go there and 
break those things to see if we could get that document back 
Were you there when it was buried 7 
Oh, yes 

So was there a special ceremony to dedicate ? 

There was a dedication, yes And maybe there is a copy of the 

text in the school book, the yearbook I don’t know 

There were a couple of letters, like a letter from Mr Memtt to the 

school children, and then there s something at the end too 

Yes But to have the paper would still be interesting, because it s 

going to be forgotten there 

Well, m the Bancroft Library and m a couple of other libraries 
they have a whole collection of the War Relocation Authority 
official papers plus other things So probably I m guessing they 
have it but I m going to check when I go back 

One of the things that I was reading about yesterday is the 
plaque there’s a plaque at Manzanar now kind of an historical 
marker Have you seen that? 

I think there must be Yes, I m pretty sure 
OK, it was in 1973 If you dont mind Ill read to you what it 
says You’ve spoken about this a little bit, but I would just like to 
get your reaction And I’m quoting In the early part of World 
War II 110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry were interned m 
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relocation centers by Executive Order number 9066 issued on 
February 19, 1942 Manzanar, the first of ten such concentration 
camps, was bounded by barbed wire and guard towers confining 
10 000 persons, the majority bemg American citizens May the 
injustices and humiliations suffered here as a result of hysteria, 
racism and economic exploitation never emerge again And that 
was erected m 1973 

How do you react to that? 

Well, I think it gives a good picture of what it was all about 
There was no From the authority There may have been 
individuals who were prejudiced But m general, I think it was 
handled as well as you knew how to handle it at the time Under 
pressure you may not be able to be impartial 

But there is also the monument of the dead, that thing that 
is standing there 

That’s what I wondered I read that it was something called the 
Soul Consoling Tower, is that it 7 Kind of a big obelisk 7 
Yes it’s an obelisk 

And did the Japanese build that themselves? 

I don t know exactly I wouldn t be surprised if the Japanese built 
it 

Was there a cemetery there 7 

Pm not sure, but I don t see where they could be otherwise I 
figured there must have been some burials there 
When you were talking about whether there was prejudice or not, 
did you mean the people working at the camp, or people within 
the country or ? 
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No, working at the camp, I don’t remember people being very 

prejudiced against They were tending to be prejudiced for 

Well, just what you said when you would leave the camp and go 

to the town some people were taunting you 

Yes That was very common You had to be very careful not to 

react and ignore, not to start a riot or something 

Well, I read that there were only two camps where the people in 

the town wouldn’t let the Japanese come mto the town, and that 

was Manzanar and Tule Lake I guess the other camps around the 

country, the townspeople were more welcoming than the people m 

the Owens Valley 

There was not much town here except Independence m the north, 
and Lone Pme m the south They were very small towns and no, 
the Japanese were not allowed to go m and out of camp They 
had to stay However, they went m and out, not all of them but 
some, because where did those trout come from that were hanging 
m front of the barracks? [Laughter] 

Just on that note, did most people eat all their meals in the mess 
hall, or did they cook m their 7 
In the mess hall 

Did they ever cook m their own rooms 7 

I don’t think so It was only in the mess hall because the danger 
of fire was such that I dont think it would be permitted to cook m 
the barracks 

Did the same thing go for you, too 7 

Once you had a kitchen, for couples and so on, you could cook 
because there was a kitchen there But it was safe it was built 
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properly and it was safe But you could choose to go to the mess 
hall if you wanted to 

Otherwise did you have to buy your own food for your kitchen? 
Otherwise, you buy your own food for the kitchen I remember 
that I got acquainted with smoked pork chops there [Laughter] 
We could get them without stamps Why they were exempted 
from I think there were too many pork chops m the country 
[Laughter] 

Too many pigs Have you ever been to the museum in 
Independence that’s been built smce then, the Eastern 
No 

I guess it s called the Eastern California Museum it has a lot of the 
documents of the camp How about the newspaper, the Manzanar 
Free Press ? 

The Manzanar Free Press was a good newspaper, because they 
were not allowed to have radios, I think But the newspaper was 
directed, I think, by a Caucasian but all the rest of the work was 
done by Japanese all the writing of articles and so on 
Was it a daily paper? 

I don t remember No, I think it was a weekly paper 

So otherwise, if the Japanese couldn’t have radios could you have 

radios? 

I know I had a phonograph I could have had a radio 

And did you get other newspapers shipped m? How did you know 

what was going on in the world? 

[Pause] No, I dont think I had a radio there You could see the 
headlines m Lone Pine when you went there We got pretty well 
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informed I remember very well the day the news from the 
landings m Normandy came how excited some of the people were 
That was June, 1944? 

Yes 

But would you only get a paper if you went mto town as opposed 
to them bringing m a stack of papers? 

Oh, you could probably get papers if you bought the paper you 
know 

A subscription? 

Yes It would be delivered like any other mail But the news m 
general came very fast one way or another 
Did you have any contact with the hospital or the health care 
besides the time you had to get your typhoid shots? 

Well if you were sick you could go to the hospital It was free 
Everything you got there was free 
So did you ever have to go? 

I may I don’t remember I wasn’t very sick 
Did you have any contact with the orphanage? 

No I don’t remember 

I wondered what happened to those children afterwards if they 
were adopted or if the whole orphanage moved from the camp to a 
new one 

I don t know There was an orphanage? 

Yes And I don t know who ran it or anything Some of these 
questions, you might not have 

An interesting thing the president of the student body in the high 
school was a Mexican 
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Really? What was he doing there? 

Well, he came voluntarily to be with his friends, and he was a very 
popular fellow 

Did his family come too, or just him? 

No, no, just him I remember also seeing an old Chinaman, and 
his wife, who was Japanese But they had to meet, and then he 
didn’t stay m camp or anything of the kind 

You mean his wife stayed and he didn t? Or they would just come 
to visit? 

The wife stayed, but he didn’t As far as I know 

But there were exceptions all those things We had a CCC 
camp m Death Valley when it was necessary to isolate people who 
had been threatened or who were m danger maybe they would be 
taken until things calmed down 
This was after the riots the one year? 

Yes 

And did you ever go out to that camp? 

Yes I went to take a family there for a funeral 

Now, m that kind of a thing would you drive your own car, or 

was there a camp car for you to drive? 

If I were to take people there, and I remember taking a whole 
family there, it couldn’t have been m my car It was just a two 
seater, actually So it was one of the camp s cars And I went 
there just for the day 

What prompted you to leave when you did? 

Well things were falling apart Everybody, the relocation, the 
camp was getting empty, and it was obvious that things were 
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falling apart We wanted to be out for the opening of school so 
we could get a job in the school If we had waited, school would 
have been started and we would be a year without a job 
So you left in the summer of 1944, is that right? 

Yes probably 

What was it like to leave? Did they have parties for people going 
away? Had you formed really strong relationships with people so 
that that was a difficult thing? 

No When it s time to go ifs time to go We look at the future 
more than The experience was over, and ifs over 
Could you say something about your wife’s reaction or thoughts 
on her experience either with the younger children or with 
families or 7 

I know she got along very well as a teacher She was an excellent 
teacher, as a matter of fact She got along with people, with 
everybody as far as I know 

Did you have any contact with your students afterwards? 

No, I haven t heard of anybody Whatever work was left in my 
hands that I took with me I gave back to the Japanese group m 
San Francisco, and to the museum m Oakland I have quite a mce 
collection of things You see, they didn’t have room to keep all 
those things they made, the little objects I had a mce thing, but it 
was stolen by the neighborhood children in Los Angeles West Los 
Angeles 

I found just a little bit of information on the education in all the 
camps, so I wanted to ask you what you thought about it 
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Well, I don’t know The education, I think, was very good 
Teachers were generally business like, and there is no reason to 
think that the school wasn’t just as good as any of the public 
schools in California 

But of course I was busy in my shop, and I didn t have time 
to go m other classrooms to see if things were done nght or 
notice It was none of my business 
But you knew that your department was up to par 
I think my department was good considering the restrictions we 
had We had our machines very early I don t know if other 
camps were just as well equipped as we were there I think we 
were of service to the homes through their children 
Well that was one of the questions I had because m these official 
documents they had the goals of the school system written out, 
and one of them was to overcome the shock of the evacuation" 
and one was to help the students adjust to this new kind of life, 
and to be kind of a stabilizing force in their families and in the 
community Would you think that that 7 
Yes, I think that’s true I do remember this the children that I 
had did their work but some would sing or even whistle I never 
told them to stop until the principal of the school objected because 
it disturbed the library which was in the next building But to me, 
to see them happy singing and working was just what I think was 
good for them, and I was not going to be a policeman 
And it wasn’t disturbing their work in your class 
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Oh, not at all It s just that when I was working m France for 
instance, we all whistled, we all sung, and we had conversations 
with our neighbors and that didn’t interfere with our work 
Well, in going through the yearbook of course, those are their 
posed pictures, but the students do look happy, and adjusted, and 
normal 

They were definitely well adjusted and happy I think I don’t 
remember any Except at the very beginning when there was 
nothing m the barracks and so on I remember one saying Poor 
little Jap boy" [Laughter] 

You mean they called themselves that 7 
Yes 

Well, another goal that they had stated was to prepare the pupils 
for gomg back mto the normal community later To me hearing 
about your program, I think your program probably prepared 
people the most for regular life 

Yes It was learning to use the tools for either fun or need later, 
mostly need, to help rebuild their homes and so on I think we did 
the best we could considering that the only restriction I had was 
the fact that I received papers from Washington about what was 
available m wood and so on When I asked for some wood a little 
better than redwood, I was told, What do you think, this is 
wartime, you cannot have Well, don t send me catalogues, if you 
don’t want me to have the wood " It was ridiculous 

But of course, m Washington, they did what they think, they 
saw the catalogue as an ideal thing They [supplies] weren’t 
available to cope with the limitation I think those kids learned 



93 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


LaBERGE 

BOUCHE 


quite a lot Certainly they learned carving for instance Go to 
any high school now you won t see any carving 
Thats nght 

Even at the best of schools, for instance where my nephew goes 
now, my grandnephew There is no wood carving, there s never 
been any wood carving Everywhere I have taught there has been 
always a section of wood carving, because I think as long as I had 
the skill myself, I could teach the thing But there is no doubt that 
carving is more involved with the care of tools and the design and 
so on that the average high school cannot do it 

But when I went to Brentwood when I quit, the principal did 
anything and everything to keep me there, offering me a free car 
They were going to buy a car for me if I stayed there, and so on 
So they appreciated the carving, and certainly the parents who got 
their carved furniture were not against it [Laughter] 

That’s nght Did you teach other lands of mdustnal arts like auto 
mechamcs or did you have that available? 

No there was no auto mechamcs course There was no other 
thing There was an art class What they were doing m art class, 

I don t know I don t remember any exhibit of the school art class 
Now, we heard a lot about the singing and so on, because that 
was a thing that was for the shows They had a very good chorus 
and it was very well managed But I guess to have a shop 
equipped to do craft work no And probably the teachers were 
not trained to do that anyway 
Was there an electricity course? 

No We had nothing to work with that 
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What were the libraries like? 

It was a big barrack with desks and shelves 
Did you build those or was it already ? 

I built some The kids built some of the early things I don t 
know after that what happened But to get them started, we built 
quite a lot everybody There was a big thing, and as long as I 
could get the wood, we would build benches and shelves and so 
on After that they probably would go to the public works or 
something to get their stuff 

Actually, I interrupted you from the question Do you think the 
library was adequate or where did the books come from 7 
From the state, and generally, they were all old books that were 
not necessarily used any more, and so on But it came from the 
state 

Did you have anything to do with the PTA? 

The PTA We had a very good PTA, and they used to have 
meetmgs and so on We did what we could to cooperate with 
them I remember gomg with PTA people they had to have 
somebody to go out of camp to cut greens for one of their 
meetmgs 

One thing that I read mentioned that maybe this was one of 
the 


[End Tape 5 Side A] 
[Begin Tape 5 Side B] 
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Maybe this was the first time that the older Japanese got involved 
m the schools because before that they weren’t comfortable gomg 
to an all American 

That was very possible, that they felt intruders Now they may 
have been more interested m their Japanese schools They had 
Japanese schools you see They may have, at least some of them 
(I don t know if all of them would do it) But in this school, 
some of the parents obviously must have worked with the schools 
for the festivals and so on 

Was there a Japanese language class at the high school too? 

Not that I know of, no 

How about the school board? Did you have any meetings with the 
school boards? 

I didn t have any, but the school board may have met with the 
higher ups 

Do you remember any, I’m searching for the word not really 
inspections, but people from Washington coming to see what you 
all were doing? 

From Washington, I don’t know, but I know that people came from 
other schools or from UCLA and so on seemg what was going on 
They were very interested And then we had visitors from the 
Geneva Convention to see if the food was all right, and if the 
Japanese were treated like normal people We had some of that 
And some senators came, also, but I wondered if it was more for 
publicity than anything else 

Were you involved m any adult education classes? 
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Yes, I opened the classes I didn’t have to, but as long as the time 
was there m the evemng, we had people who came Some did 
some carving, some did some furniture 

Were you one of the only teachers who did that or were there 
other programs available for the adults’ 

I don’t know but I don’t think there were See it’s a different 
subject, so the day teachers, for instance they might have had 
class m English for adults, but I don’t remember Or I didn t know 
Well otherwise in the evenings what would people do to keep 
themselves occupied’ What would you do when you were free’ 

Go to the movie 
Right m camp’ 

In camp And that was open to everybody 
For free? 

Yes it was outdoor I remember some things like that Or then 
we would go m town for I don’t know Sometimes we skipped 
dinner m camp and went to eat in Lone Pine or Independence 
Were you required to stay there on the weekends or were you 
really free to go except when you had teaching duties? 

Oh, no, we could go m and out as we pleased Weekends, very 
often people went to Bishop or Independence No, we were quite 
free The Japanese were not free If they had been free I m afraid 
there would have been some flare ups here and there, because 
there were people who were just looking for trouble there’s no 
doubt 

And at the beginning, of course, there was quite a lot of 
resentment against the Japanese because they were Japanese I 
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remember the airplanes from the training school north of us that 
would come and just fly close to the barracks, to scare people 
That was stopped Mr Memtt got Washington to stop that 
I guess Mr Memtt was from that area that he 
I don’t know where he lived, actually 

I guess he was from that Owens Valley, so he knew quite a few of 
the people in the outside community 

I don t know What I know is that we could hardly have a better 
man to run the camp 

Did you know any of the other people like his boss [Assistant 
National Director of the War Relocation Authority] Mr [Robert] 
Cozzens? Did you ever meet Mr Cozzens or hear of him? 

From where? 

He was his immediate boss, I think from Washington Robert 
Cozzens No? 

No 

How about Robert [L ] Brown? He was assistant project director I 
guess 

Assistant what? 

The assistant project director, so he would have been under Mr 
Memtt 

Oh so I must have I remember him We had some contacts 
He was a very mce fellow 

But who did you report to? Your principal or Mr Memtt? 

Oh, to the principal 
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Oh, there was a lady doctor, Dr Genevieve W Carter, who 
was generally above all schools She was superintendent of 
education 

In fact I think her picture’s in the yearbook there 

Were there any outstanding people you’d like to comment on 
that you met, either that you worked with or the people m the 
camps? 

Well, again if I could get the name, the principal of the elementary 
school was a very mce person and also a man with the right view, 
as far as I’m concerned I know that Lucile and I, we got friendly 
with him, whatever his name was We had good relations with 
about everybody There was no [Pause] 

Well, what was it like to have your first married year m camp? 
Well, I don’t know except that we were very happy Everything 
worked out very mcely Nothing especially strange about it, just 
we were We were married in Los Angeles The camp 
authorities would have liked to have the marriage m camp, but 
asking all the family m Los Angeles to come to camp was out of 
the question 

Did you have visitors when you were there? 

Not as I remember because there was no gas to travel So nobody 
came there Yes, the parents of Lucile came there, and I met them 
Just coming out of my barrack, I happened to walk and meet them 
But that’s about all the people I really remember 
And what about the Japanese? Could they have visitors? 
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They could have visitors, but I don’t know if the visitors were 
allowed to go in the barracks I don’t think visitors could stay 
overnight 

But was there a system, a kind of a guard or a gate system that 
you had to show a pass or something to get m? 

To get m yes You had two things you had the military police 
first and the Japanese police second But pretty soon everybody 
was well known, those who were allowed to go m and out So 
they recognized your car they recognized you and pass But if 
any stranger came, they had to show why they wanted to come m 
the camp and so on 

I know one thing We were not permitted to take 
photographs, but we took plenty of photographs Ansel Adams was 
the official photographer and only he was supposed to take 
pictures 1 

Well, my overall impression from talking to you and from a little 
bit of reading is that the camp was really like a town 
It was 

I mean, sort of a self contamed 

A self contamed town that s what it was The largest town 
between Los Angeles and Reno They had their town meetmg, and 
their representatives that worked with Mr Memtt and so on, the 
elected representatives, as democratically as possible Certainly 


1 See Ansel Adams, "Conversations with Ansel Adams,' an oral history 
conducted 1972, 1974, 1975 by Ruth Teiser and Catherine Harroun Regional 
Oral History Office, The Bancroft Library University of California Berkeley 
1978 See also Ansel Adams, Bom Free and Equal (New York U S Camera, 
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nothing was done to irritate them, as far as I can remember 
There were some things they had to go through like to clear off 
the people who claimed to be loyal or disloyal But once those 
things were done it was very peaceful, and very happy everybody 
On that note what happened when the Japanese were required to 
take the Loyalty Oath? What was the reaction? 

Well, it was difficult, because some of those people couldn’t be 
citizens They were supposed to have no attachments in the world, 
and that was a ridiculous thing, of course Either you re a citizen 
or you are not and if you are not, you cannot ask me to be loyal 
to something that doesn’t recognize you 

Did the students need to take the Loyalty Oaths too, or just their 
parents? 

No, they were citizens 
Oh that’s right 

They were all citizens If you turned your back on their playing 
baseball or whatever it is, it sounded like a regular high school 
somewhere else Because most of them didn t speak Japanese very 
much The grandfather spoke Japanese, the father was half and 
half, and then by the time the children came they learned only 
English In other words, they were in the process of becoming 
average American type, and if it were not for the prejudice of the 
population outside against anything ' yellow" "don’t let them m 
But when you have imported people to work on the railroad 
and so on if they stay give them a break and give them the 
citizenship The sooner the better Otherwise, they are going to 
fester and 
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I remember things that were tragic, of parents that were sent 
to the camp m the north there what was 
Tule Lake? 

Tule Lake And the httle girl, their little girl, was our maid, and 
she had to go She didn’t want to It was very hard but she had 
to go 

Was she a teenager? 

Was a teenager, yes She was a high school kid And we used to 
hire Japanese to take care of our little plot of land Everybody 
could have a little plot of land to have a httle garden And 
another one was domg our laundry That was a httle more money 
than they got But everything has to work out httle by httle as we 
could, you see? Things fell into place httle by httle 

For instance I had one of the boys that I hired to take care 
of the making of furniture who came to class with a cigar and I 
had to insist that he stop smoking the cigar [Laughter] 

It was hard to get cigars and cigarettes too wasn’t it? 

Yes, but it seems to Oh no we had a canteen a what do 
they call it? 

Commissary? 

Commissary yes, where you could go and buy what you wanted 
So basically, if the people didn’t have a job there then they didn t 
have any money really to spend, unless they had somehow 
I think that they didn’t have to work If you didn t work, I don t 
think that you got any money But if you worked, the apprentices 
got if I remember, twelve dollars The regular were sixteen 
dollars The higher ups, like the doctor in the hospital, got 
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nineteen dollars It was communism It was really run like a 
communist state Everything is decided for you It was not really 
different from many religious orders 
Exactly 

You know? Everything is run for you Or the army 

All m all, I keep a very good impression of the whole thing 
I was a happy person there Lucile was very happy there And 
most of the people I dealt with were quite happy there I don t 
remember much grumbling If there was a problem, you solve it 
and thats all 

Did any of your students go off and jom the 442nd Regiment? 

Oh, some must have Of course, I couldn’t keep track of them So 
some must have gone But by the time they graduated from high 
school the war was almost over anyway 
Did any of your students go on to college, that you know of? 

Not my students, because they were the shop people they were 
not the college type 

Because I know there was some kind of relocation program for 
students who had been m college and had to leave 
Oh, yes But for me, anyway, I dont know about the rest but for 
me, I had my job there, and I didn’t know too much about the 
details of how other things were run 

Is there something else m this whole experience that we haven t 
covered that you’d like to talk about? 

Did I tell you the story of my honeymoon? And the bear? 

And the bear, yes, you did [Laughter] That’s a good example 
Something else like that thats an anecdote 
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No, that was the most dramatic thing 
You didn’t have bears near camp? 

Oh, no, no No, they had cows and big fields They raised all the 
vegetables and so on for the camp And did their own butchering 
But when everything was installed and really starting to work, the 
war was over and it was a question of gettmg those people back 
mto the mainstream of the population, knowing that there would 
be some people who would resent them just the same 

The most troublesome thing was they didn’t look like the 
other Americans Otherwise, they wouldn t have had any trouble 
It was just a prejudice of looks 

Because people who were German or who were Italian looked like 
most of the population 

Yes, and there was never any question of having Italian camps or 
German camps First they didn t live in German towns or Italian 
towns although there were towns around New York for instance 
Long Island and so on, where it was mostly Italian But there was 
no problem 

So these people the Japanese or Chinese, because they didnt 
look [like] Caucasians well it’s tough luck But you have the 
same thing m Europe In Germany now, they have a lot of 
skinheads who are making trouble And in France [ ] Le pen and 
his movement there 

Well on balance would you say that the camps were necessary at 
that time in history? 

I would say yes Something was necessary to avoid possible 
complications, where the victims would have been the population 
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that should be protected And it was hard on them I can realize 
that It was brutal But then the army was m charge and the 
army are not known for their gentleness [Laughter] 

LaBERGE Well, I think maybe we should end there, if you don’t have any 
more 

BOUCHE I don t think that I know much more 

LaBERGE OK Well, let me just end by thanking you very much for your 
time for the program 

BOUCHE It was a pleasure 

[End Tape 5, Side B] 
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SUBJECT ' Wood shop equipme nt 


Dear hr Bouche j 

The apparently smoke matter of securing your equipment for 
use in the i anzanar secondary^ schools has developed into sometfing of 
a merrv-t tr round in an eliotft to meet federal ruies ana re ulations 
rep irdinp- such j atS^al 

1 rave been delit hted \ith your coooerative attitiide ana one 
tha~ we may anticmate more of same a. I briefly aetail the oresent 
status uur nrocurement oj.ficei is now calling fir Landreth of the 
bta 4 "© Department of hqucs ion m los Angeles, wl o is bem^ asked to 
contact or have sr neono Iror his oifice contact you to rake an annraisal 
of the equipment and to make the necessary papers for acceptance by the 
government following that exc> nge, it will be necess ir* r lor the papers 
to be cleared through the Orlice Erner^ encv Ianagement m ban francisco 
and secure their written permission to transfer tiis property hn& does 
not sound difficult, out tlrere are many -teps involved whic) will un¬ 
doubtedly consume a cors iderable amount of ti e 

e are also fighting the dilficulty of buvmr or ientm b mer¬ 
chandise from an employee of tie lederal government, wlich you \ ill be 
when you report her^ at 1 anzanar it may seem advisable to r !>ir\dretl 
trat you 0 ive a bill of sale on vour equipment to a friend and tl at tie 
government deal ith this intermediary 

l would su gest that vour next immediate ^tep be to call 
ir uandreth at the state Department oi education office Pur procurement 
officer tells me tlat it night be wise if you did not report for duty 

lere until altei tl i^ bUoinv^s deal i^ finisled, that is, vour appoint¬ 

ment will become effective ylen you report leie + oi d^t' , and frankly, 
they do not want aou on the payroll ntil his deal poes through unless 
it is felt best, use a bill of ^ale +*0 a friend as a i eans of avoiding 

tie sale of property to the O oveinment by an employee of the Government 

a 1 ope you are ~ble to understand this situation and g_ve vhat"^ 
help you an Cont ct me often snd we will work Dt out ^omelow 
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 


San Francisco California Office 
Whitcomb Hotel Building 


In reply please refer to 


Manzanar Relocation Area 
Lanzanar, California 


S3* 14 19^2 


Mr Louis Bouche 
3645 Creemont Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 

Dear Mr Bouche 

Reference is made to your desire to sell to the War 
Relocation Authority certain equipment as follows* 

Bench Saw 
Band Saw 
Grig Saw 
Sander 
Lathe Wood 
Jointer 
Sharpener 
Fluorescent lights 
1 double 
6 single 

5 Maple top benches 
1 Glue pot electric 
Clamps quick action 
6 4x6 

6 4x36 

3 2 x 36 

3 2x48 

10 C Clamps 

WilD you kindly complete the attached offer to sell, also 
the attached affidavit and agreement and return to me at 
your earliest convenience 


- 10 ” 
- 12 ” 



6 ” 


- 48” 

- 48” 

- 48” 


Enc 



Very truly yours, 

£ /J /iWa^ 

Senior Administrative Officer 
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A BARRACK BECOIES A HOI® 



A cooperative project in Homemakmp bv the students 
Ox the Homo Economics and Woodshop Departments of the 
I'anzanar Secondary School 


Prepared by 

Beatrice H \ hite 
Home Economics ounervisor 
fenzamr Secondary Schools 


May 1 1945 



A BARRACK BrCOIffiS A HO’E 


When the Japanese American families were sent to the Manzanar 
Relocation Center from the Western Defense Zone, they were housed 
in W ooden barracks of temporary construction The buildings were 
arrange in block units Each block consisted of fifteen barracks, 
me me-s hall, a common laundry room and latnnos The barracks 
u L n 0 fee- 1 - long and 20 feet wide They were covered on the out- 
oide vxth black tar paper and lined with plaster board Each 
La-ra^k was divided into rooms, the size depending upon the size 
f the family that was to occupy it Each fam.ly was given one 
room which might range m size from 8 feet by 20 feet to 28 feet by 
->3 t'cQj- There were no partitions within the family room, and no 
cuoooards, or storage space of any kind The only furniture avail¬ 
able /a a single army cot for each member of the familv Thus ^ 
lo tie students of the Ilanzanar Secondary School the word home 
:nipped an empty barrack room 

It has been felt by nan/ authorise tnat this lack of a 
ncnial home oituation has had a more decrimental influence on the 
young peode of the camp than any other phase of the evacuation 
Indnr such circumstances the need foi training in all fields of 
homo economics was far greater than in the average school Facili¬ 
ties wore available for the teaching of food, ard clothing but 
there was no place m which general honemalcin^ coursp. could be 
taught effectivel r 

It seemed that the only way to overcome this d^fiDcUt v 
to try to make one of the topical ba-racK rooms nto cn tn ^ 
that would approach an acceptable stands d fo^ u v ic n loro 
There were obstacles to overcome oefo-e u.h I r ^culc be 

exocuted Probably the most venous cf io e as t .i^r + ag c 
necessary materials and equipment and bl e curi.^r on. gv e nirer 
procedure which had to be followed m o~ucr t n t he 

smallest item However the head euche-F \ the bcae "ccnoncs ard 
woodworking departments felt that the p ecu a be car .ed o r 

tho form of a cooperative project fo tru o ' dart oi o ie two 
departments, and that the work .nvol^ed uuxd olf^r an excellent 
learning experience for them 

The plan was presented stu tents and l 4- ret w-th an 

enthusiastic response ihi* soin of cco^rauor carried on 
through the entire project ind vi la--- 3 r es or ible for it. 
satisfactory conclusion 
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The work was developed by means of individual projects Some 
of the work was done during class hours and some was done after 
sohool and counted toward the usual home project required of 
vocational courses 

The work was based on the following unitsi 

1 Requirements for good housing 

2 Study of house plans 

3 Selection of home equipment 

a Standards for pnco 
b Beauty 
c Utility 

4 Construction of 

a Simple furniture 
b Slip covers 
c Chair cushions 
d Curtains 
e Lamp shades 

An average barrack room 20 foot bv 24 feet was selected for 
the apartment The largo garage-like doors on the south end were 
sealed and a door cut into the east wall replacing a small high 
window which was used to make an opening in the south wall This 
change provided for a sunny southern oxposure during the winter 
months and the entrance having been placed away from the pre¬ 
vailing winds gave protection from frequent sand storms It also 
added to tho functional qualities of the room by bringing the door 
near the food preparation center 

Storage space was gained by partitioi inp off three closets 
by building cupboards m tho kitchen and i all shelves in the living 
and sleeping area The closets were nlaced where they would not 
detract from the usablo floor space, and where they would add 
interest to the apartment by breakmr tho monotony of the four walls 
The wall shelves were designed and built so as to be an Integral 
part of the decorative scheme The kitchen and closets wore 
separated from the living room by lull partitions but the bedroom 
alcove was closed off by tho Uof folu ng screens lfhen the 
screens vore placod arum t the walls the two areas became one 
spacious room where If rgo groups could gather for school work or 
for social activities 

After tho structural changes were completed simple sturdy 
furniture was built by the boys in the woodshop under the super¬ 
vision of evacuee instructors They made a table and two benches 
one of which was used as a coffee table when not in use with 4 'he 
dining unit, a single drawer desk, a large chest a cupboard a 
dressing table an end tabls, and two largo arm chairs An army 
cot in the living area and a folding bed m the bedroom alcove 
provided for comfortable lourging T! ev were slip covered m the 
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South dooreoalod and replaced by window 
Window in east wall replaced by door 
Partitions added to form kitchen and closet 
Sink and Cupborrd installed in the kitchen 
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same material and made to resemble divan6 by padding the iron 
framework and b using three large ruffled pillows on each to form 
back rests 

Vo direc 1 " buving could be done by the students because they 
wore not a^lo/ed to le ve tho c?mp Materials for slip covers, 
pillows c ai cush^on^, cur ai s and lamp shades wore ordered 
from s mp cs wh or iho r r^s obtr led f**om pi ll order houses and 
Los a n lo*5 ler ^rtner chores r "'*° decorative scheme had to bo 
ch^n^ed sv. nl + imns, b^ca e by oio time tho list of chosen 
materials ^cu^d v e r 'rdo~ d b government procedure the yardage was 
gone ana now materials had to bo s clotted The exact amounts 

ordered were never rec^jv^d but fmall unourh oratical attractive 
material was collected to complete the project 

There is a government re'ojlatior which states that no house¬ 
hold equipment may be purchased by government funds without u 
special permit from Washington In order to avoid this procedure 
bedding, table linen and a range wer o furnished by other departments 
of tho Relocation Center The small kitchen equipment was taken 
from tho supply in tho homo economics f~ods room and the refrigerator 
was loaned by the superintendent of schools 

Appropriate dishes were not available so the girls earned 
nonoy to buy them by making and celling cookies waiting on table 
at administrative functions and b r -oiling f lowers at parties s 
m the case of the n tcnals tho dishos were selected and obtained 
by mail 


When the project was completed it vas used as a work shop 
for a number of courses in tho school curriculum In it the general 
homenaking clashes wore given work covering corroct nothods for 
homo care and operation based on these units 

1 General care of the hone 

2 Caro of specific rooms 

3 Caro of equipment 

4 A budget for operating a home 

It was not advisablo for tho girls to stay over night m tho 
apartment so in order to give thorn practical experience each 
week a group of four girls Was assirned to caro for the apartment 
and they were graded on the standard of their work Tho unit on 
family meal service offered to the food classes was '’’Ivon m tho 
apartment and a bride’s course was scheduled there oy the Adult 
Education Department Asid'* r rom regular school work, the room was 
used b the mirls of the Home Eccnom c blub as a pla^e m which to 
carry on their legular meet ngs and t^cif social activities 

One of the most pc si~ta-~t fea s n he muds of tho evac veo 
parents was ‘Hiat thv,ir children would ro have ad an+ege f 
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Two girls from the Family Living 
Class enjoying the finished apartment 












normal school situation, and they were always interested m any 
apparent progress in school work The Barrack Homo was opened for 
their inspection, and the obvious pride with which the students 
displayed their work was reflected an the faces of the parents 
Not only parents but personnel from all departments of the 
Relocation Center visited tho apartment and, m many instances, 
borrowed ideas for bettering their ovn housing conditions 

Work on the Barrack Home was not only highly beneficial to 
the pupils but also filled a definite need m the camp Tho only 
regret was, that because of delays in procuromert the apartment 
was available for only one school vea- ms toad of the entire three 
years of the student life at Manzarar 
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